Chapter 2: The Rise of the Atlantic World 1400-1625
On October 12, 1492, Christopher Columbus reached San Salvador were he meet some Taino Indians whose island, Guanahani he claimed for Spain. Columbian exchange of human interactions, animals, plants, and germs. 
A. African and European Peoples

In Africa a market economy was emerging due to long distance trading while in Europe  the Renaissance and a religious Reformation where on their way. 

a. Mediterranean Crossroads

· In the Mediterranean Sea, African, Asian, and European peoples interacted. This sea was the major center for trading routes: African gold enriched Turkish sultans, European guns strengthened North African armies, Indian spices stimulated Italian plates. Before the 15th century intercontinental travel and trade were unknown on the Atlantic Ocean. 
· Commerce was closely link to politics and religion. Islam spread to Southeast Asia, West Africa and much of Southern Europe during the 7th to the 14th century. Political and economic links began to forged between different people.

· People were not always divided by religion for example Christian and Muslim leaders signed treaties to secure trade, while Christians, Jews, and Muslims lived together in lands where they were in the minority. Morocco was a Muslim-dominated city but it welcomed and tolerated Jews as well as Christians. 

· Muslims and Christians regarded one another as enemies. Christians conducted numerous Crusades while Muslims waged jihad (holy war) against Christians. Christian monarchies of Portugal, Castile, and Aragon undertook a “reconquest” of the Iberian Peninsula and expelled all non-Christians. By 1250 Portugal was entirely Christian and in 1492 Castile and Aragon drove the last Muslim rulers out and forced the remaining Jews to convert to Catholicism, Such Jews were called conversos.

b. West Africa and Its Peoples

· Trans –Saharan caravan trade stimulated the rise of grasslands kingdoms and empires the richest were in West Africa. During the 15th century the empire of Mali control West Africa and was known for trading salt, brasss, copper, cloth, spices, manufactured goods, and Arabian horses.
· Early in the 15th century Mali’s empire was weaken due to divisions within the royal family. The empire of Songhai then arose but by the 16th century Mali and Songhai had been absorbed by Morocco.

· In Senegambia several Islamic states took root and in Guinea even though the tsetse fly infected livestock many small states also arose. 

· Four major kingdoms arose during the 15th century along the Congo River. Kongo was the most powerful kingdom.

· Africa’s Gold Coast gave rise to many new states after gold was made the standard in most European currencies. The Portuguese developed new maritime techniques that helped them in their search for gold and slaves. 

· Most West Africans lived in clans and their kin group claimed his or her first loyalty.
· Marriage was viewed as a way for extended families to forge alliances for mutual benefit. A husband made a payment to his bride’s kin this was consider as posting bond for good behavior and acknowledging the prestige of his own and his bride’s kin. Children often traced descent through the mother’s not the father’s bloodline. 

· Due to the region’s high mortality rate men tended to have more than one wife and women generally married soon after reaching puberty since children represented the labor force of the future.

· Both men and women farm and they maintain a high soil quality. West Africans grew such crops as yams, sugar cane, bananas, eggplant, and cotton. They also grew grains like millet, sorghum, and rice.
· The long distance trade inspired farmers to sell surplus crops, and artisans to make clothing and tools. Cowry shells served as the medium of exchange for most people.

· West Africa religious traditions emphasized the importance of continuous revelations as foundations for spiritual truth. Africans explained misfortunes in terms of witchcraft. Africans also worship their ancestors since departed forebears were venerated as spiritual guardians.

· Ivory, cast iron, and wood sculptures of West Africa were greatly regarded. Storytellers transmitted folk tales in public presentations with ritual mask, dance and music.
· Islam appealed to merchants and to kings and emperors eager to consolidate their power. By the 15th century Islam began to affect the daily lives of some cultivators and artisans while Christianity introduced by the Portuguese remained limited until the 19th century. 

c. European Culture and Society

· In the 15th century Western Europe was undergoing a cultural revival know as the Renaissance a return to the ideals of ancient Greek and Roman civilization. Scholars had recently discovered scores of forgotten ancient texts in philosophy, science, medicine, geography and other subjects. 

· People began to explore the mysteries of nature, map the world, and explain the motions of the heavens. Many artisans works glowed with idealized human beauty. Artistic achievements of writers, philosophers, scientists, and explorers. 

· Renaissance Europeans groped for stability by glorifying order, hierarchy, and beauty. By the 15th century monarch in France and England had unified their realms and reduced the ability of both the Catholic Church and the nobility to dictate national policy example King Ferdinand of Aragon and Queen Isabella of Castile in 1479 created the Spanish monarchy. 

· During this time 75% of Europeans were merchants that had to pay taxes, rents, and other dues to landlord and Catholic Church officials. The English gentry enclose the commons which means that they converted the land to private property greatly affecting peasants. A “Little Ice Age” also created hunger and malnutrition as European crops became less abundant. Deforestation due to an increase in birth rates also affected peasants. Many farmers began to move to cities helping towns expand. Europe prices rose while wages fell widening the gap between rich and poor. Parliament also passed Poor Laws that ordered vagrants whipped and sent home. 
· “In the name of God and Profit” was the motto for Italian merchants and nothing could stop them from charging interest on borrowed money or increasing the price on items due to an increase in demand. 

·  A typical European household consisted of a small nuclear family two parents and several children. The father functioned as the head of the household whose authority was not to be questioned. The wife’s role was to bear and rear children as well as assist her husband in providing for the family’s subsistence. The children were regarded as potential laborers. People who did not live with their family often lived with other relatives, or worked as servants or apprentices. The nuclear family was a “little commonwealth.”
d. Religious Upheavals

· Christians, Jews, and Muslims worshipped a single supreme being, based on the God of the Hebrew Bible.
· Many Europeans feared witches and believed that individuals could control nature by using magic.

· At the top of the Church which was a huge network of clergymen was the pope, the “vicar of Christ.”

· The Papacy began to give “indulgences” in return for “good works” as donating money to the Church.

· In 1517, a German monk, Martin Luther criticized the Church and was excommunicated. His revolt initiated the Protestant Reformation. Luther believed that God bestowed salvation solely to reward a believer’s faith. 

·  A French theologian John Calvin believed that God predestined most sinful humans to hell. He believed that it was only the few people called godly that would have a true conversion experience. Since a good Christian would never be absolutely certain that he ore she was saved they would have to be pious and avoid sin because they knew that godly behavior was a sign of salvation.

· Anabaptist were persecuted for appealing strongly to woman and common people and criticizing the rich and powerful.

· Protestants believed that God had not given priests any special powers and they insisted that laypeople should take responsibility for their own spiritual and moral conditions. Using the new printing press they encourage the Bible to be translated into spoken languages. Protestantism appealed to ordinary individuals, merchants, and aristocrats. 

· Teresa of Avila was a Spanish nun form a converse family that urge people to lead the Church’s renewal by living piously and austerely. Ignatius Loyola founded the Jesuits. The Council of Trent defended Catholic teachings but it also reformed the Church by creating the modern Roman Catholic Church.
· Lutheranism was practice in Scandinavian countries while Calvinism was practice in France and the Netherlands. Germany and Switzerland were divided by Catholics, Lutherans, and Calvinists.

e. The Reformation in England, 1533-1625

· King Henry VIII wanted a male heir and since his queen Catherine of Aragon had not given him one he asked the pope to annul his marriage. When the pope said no, Henry influence Parliament to pass a series of acts in 1533-1534 dissolving his marriage and proclaiming him supreme head of the Church of England. 

· Under Edward VI the church veered sharply toward Protestantism but during the reign of “Bloody Mary” many Protestants were burned at the stake. Elizabeth I embraced militant anti-Catholicism after the Pope in 1570 declared her a heretic and urged Catholics to overthrow her.  Then James I bitterly opposed Puritan efforts to eliminate the office of bishop.
B. Europe and the Atlantic World, 1440-1600

European wealth was concentrated in Mediterranean city-states but over the next two centuries this wealth shifted to the Atlantic. Portugal and Spain led a new European imperialism across the oceans of the world and began a trans-Atlantic slave trade and the colonization of new lands. 

a. Portugal and the Atlantic, 1440-1600

· Portugal led the shift from a Mediterranean to an Atlantic World and it also led the way in overcoming impediments to long-distance oceanic travel. 

· During the 15th century shipbuilders added the triangular Arab sail to heavy cargo ships making a more maneuverable vessel called the caravel. Sailors also began to use the compass and astronomy.

· Prince Henry “the navigator” gained support of merchants in West Africa and of religious zealots eager to confront Muslim power. He wanted to look for a sea route to Asia and by the time of his death Portugal operated a gold making factory at Arguin and had trade ties south of the Sahara. 
· In 1488 Bartolommeo Dias reached the Cape of Good Hope and ten years later Vasco de Gama lead a Portuguese fleet around the Cape of Good Hope on to India. 

b. The “New Slavery” and Racism

· During the 15th century many Africans were enslaved because of indebtedness. Their debts were purchased by kings who made them servants or by families seeking labors. Middle Eastern and North African traders had furnished local rulers with a range of fine, imported products in exchange for black laborers. Portuguese carry a way a thousand slaves per year.

· In 1482 the Portuguese built an outpost Elmina since local African kingdoms were too strong for the Portuguese to attack.

· The Portuguese enriched African rulers by giving them guns that helped redraw the political map of West Africa. Kongo used the slave trade to expand their regional power and voluntarily adopted Christianity. 
· The slave trade was a demographic catastrophe for West Africa, since before it ended 12 million Africans were shipped across the sea.

· African slaves were subject to new extremes of dehumanization. Most slaves were used to performing domestic services and the slaves ship to Arab land endured harsher conditions but were regarded as humans. Africans enslaved by Europeans were regarded as property.  By 1600 the “new slavery” had become a central, brutal component of the Atlantic world.
· Africans’’ blackness, along with their alien religion and customs, dehumanized them in European eyes. Europeans justified slavery as their Christian duty. Slavery became a lifelong, hereditary, and despised status. 

c. Europeans Reach America, 1492-1541

· Christopher Columbus (1451-1506): Son of an Italian weaver from Genoa. His maritime experience, self taught geographical learning, and keen imagination led him to conclude that Asia could be reached by sailing westward. Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand of Spain supported Columbus voyage by giving him three small ships La Nina, La Pinta, and La Santamaria. 
· Treaty of Tordesillas signed in 1492 by Isabella and Portugal’s King John II. The treaty drew a line in the mid-Atlantic dividing all future discoveries between Spain and Portugal.

· Columbus established the colony of Hispaniola (today Haiti and Dominican Republic). He was a poor administrator and he was shunted aside after his last voyages.
· England’s Henry VII ignored the Treaty of Tordesillas, and sent John Cabot to explore the North Atlantic in 1797. He sail past Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, and the Grand Banks, he claimed everything he saw for England. 

· In 1500 Portugal claimed Brazil and in 1507 America was named after Amerigo Vespucci.

· Vasco Nunez de Balboa he crossed the narrow isthmus of Panama in 1513/ in 1519 Ferdinand Magellan, a Portuguese began a voyage around the world, he crossed the Pacific but die fighting in the Philippines, five of his sailors returned to Spin in 1522.

· In 1524 France’s King Francis I dispatched Giovanni de Verrazano he explored the North America coast from the Carolinas to Newfoundland. From 1534 to 1542 Jacque Cartier explored the coasts of Newfoundland, Quebec, Nova Scotia, and St. Lawrence River. Neither of the explorers found gold or a “northwest passage”

d. Spain’s Conquistadors, 1492-1536

· Columbus was America’s fist slave trader and first Spanish conqueror. He enslaved Natives to create economiendas(lands awarding Indian land, labor, and tribute to wealthy colonist) in Hispaniola. Native Americans died of overwork, malnutrition, and diseases. Portuguese slavers supplied shiploads of Africans to replace the Indians. King Ferdinand forbid the practice of economiendas after missionaries reported of Indian exploitation. Blacks could be exploited without limit, in some places like Cuba and Puerto Rico they were forced to work on Spanish sugar plantations
· In 1519 Hernan Cortes gained the service of Malinche(Dona Marina) who served as his interpreter, diplomatic broker, and mistress. Cortes and his men imprison Moctezuma II, the Aztec emperor. The Spanish when then able to win by the help of a small pox epidemic and reinforcements from Cuba. By 1521, Cortes had overthrown the Aztecs and began to build Mexico City. 

· From 1532 to 1536, Francisco Pizarro overthrew the Incan empire.
e. The Columbian Exchange

· After 1492, many Indians began to die to a lack of antibodies that could ward off European and African infections. In the larger West Indian Island 95 percent of the population died after 30 years. Epidemics facilitated European colonization. Europeans also introduced: horses, cattle, sheep, swine, chickens, wheat, grains, coffee, sugar cane, numerous fruits and garden vegetable, weeds, insects, and rodents. Africans carried rice and yams. American introduced to Europe: corn, beans, white and sweet potatoes, manioc, tomatoes, squash, pumpkins, peanuts, vanilla, cacao, avocados, pineapples, chilis, tobacco, and turkeys. Livestock devoured indigenous plants, making it easier for European weeds to take over. Wild animals began to mover further away making it harder on the Indians. The worldwide exchange of food products enriched human diets and made population growth possible. 

· Mestizo (mixed Spanish-Indian) grew in number in Latin American countries while in lesser numbers appeared in French and English colonies. European men often fathered mulatto children with enslaved Africans. 
· Immense quantities of gold and silver crossed the Atlantic. In Spain all of the new money set off an inflation that later on engulfed all Europe. 

C. Footholds in North America, 1512-1625


a. Most European immigrant settled in Mexico, the Caribbean, and points farther south. A few settled in North America. After 1600 colonization was made possible in North America due to a decrease in Indian population. By 1614 Spain, England, France , and the Netherlands had territorial claims in North America.


b. Spain’s Northern Frontier, 1512-1625

· Juan Ponce de Leon: conqueror of Puerto Rico in 1512-1513 and in 1521 he searched Florida for gold and slaves; he died in a fight with Native Americans.
· Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca and an African slave, Estevanico arrived in northern Mexico after eight years of the 300 explorers separating.
· From 1539-1543, De Soto and his party explored Tampa Bay to the Appalachians to the southern Plain searching the land for gold.

· In 1540 a group of Native Americans gathered at the Mississippian city of Mabila to confront the invaders but they lost. 

· Expeditions spread epidemics that destroyed most of the remaining Mississippian societies by the 17th century only the Natchez remained. 

· Francisco Vasquez de Coronado: he lead an expedition to find and conquer the “Seven Golden Cities of Cibola,” through the Rio Grande and from the Grand Canyon up to Kansas.
· The Spanish then began to establish strategic bases to keep out the French and English, so they build a fortress at St. Augustine, Florida it was a base for a chain of religious missions throughout the Chesapeake Bay that closed before 1600 due to Indians revolting.

· Juan de Onate: lead mestizos, Indians, and Spaniards to established San Juan and the royal colony of New Mexico. They encountered resistance in Acoma and Onate ended up killing 800 natives.

c. France: France Initial Failures and Canadian Success, 1541-1610

· Cartier: constructed a fortified settlement on Standocona Indian land, over the next to years the French suffered from Indian attacks and scurvy.

· In1562 the French Huguenots esatablised a base in what is now South Carolina then two years later they established a settlement in Jacksonville, Florida, the Spanish destroyed it.

· French Fur trade: the fishermen began to trade skins of beaver with Beothuk Indians this lead to a dominated French fur trade that later one inspire the French government to lad Samuel de Champlain to establish New France, present day Quebec in 1608. The French allied themselves with the Montagnais, Algonquins, and Hurons who wanted to defeat the Mohawks. In July 1609, at Point Ticonderoga 60 Montagnais and Huron warriors with two French faced 200 Mohawks, the Mohawks were defeated after their chiefs were killed and later on an diplomatic arrangement between the Montagnais and Hurons resulted to the French gaining access to the beaver pelts.
d. England and the Atlantic World, 1558-1603

· During Elizabeth I reign she supported an anti-Catholic foreign policy and aided the Calvinist rebels in Spain, she also encouraged “sea dogs” like John Hawkins and Francis Drake to attack Spanish ships.
· Then Spain and the Pope supported the Irish-Catholics resistance to English rule.

· In 1570 England had to objectives search for a northwest passage and raid Spanish fleets. The raids were successful and in one of his voyages Drake trades with Miwok Indians in Drake’s Bay.

· In 1584 Sir Walter Raleigh obtained a royal patent to establish Roanoke after Arthur Barlowe expedition. Roanoke Indians traded and shared food with the English but then the English refused to grow their own food, fearing an attack from the natives the English killed Wingina, the Roanoke leader. Some colonist fled with Drake but the ones who stayed were never once again found.

· Two thing why colonization failed was lack of preparedness for the American environment, and the colonist not bringing enough provisions for the first winter. In 1588 England won a victory over the Spanish Armada.

e. The Beginnings of English Colonization, 1603-1625

· In 1604, James I signed a truce with Spain where Spain renounced its claims to Virginia.
· On April 10, 1606 James I granted two charters one for the Virginia Company of Plymouth that its grant extended south from modern Maine to the Potomac River the other one to the Virginia Company of London its grant ran north from Cape Fear to the Hudson River.

· In 1608 the Virginia Company of Plymouth established Sagadahoc but everyone left after a confrontation with Abenaki Indians.

· In May of 1607, the Virginia Company of London established Jamestown, discipline fell apart until John Smith took over and created work gangs and maintain rules for sanitation and hygiene. He also a diplomatic relationship with the Powhatans.  He left in 1609 and in 1610 to 1614 the colonist won the First Anglo-Powhatan War.

· John Rolfe began to cultivate tobacco and a tobacco industry began. He was married to Pocahontas.

· The Virginia Company began to encourage a headright system for every 50 indenture servants whose passage was paid to Virginia. The indenture servants tended to work four to seven years as servants.

· In 1622 the colony faced many problems due to fraud and also by a high death rate due to salt poisoning, typhus, or dysentery. When Pocahontas and her father died Opechancanough took over and later on Memattenew encouraged the Indians to fight back after his death the Second Anglo-Powhatan War broke up and the English once more won. 
· In 1624 James I revoke the company’s charted and Virginia became a royal colony.

f. New England Begins, 1614-1625

· In 1620 Thomas Weston got a patent from the Virginian Company of London, he send 24 families in the Mayflower who had to send him lumber, furs, and fish for seven years until they would own the land.

· In November 1620 the Mayflower landed at Plymouth Bay all the males signed the Mayflower Compact to constituted themselves as a “civil body politic,’ or a government under English rule and they established Plymouth.

· Indians like Squanto and Samoset help established a relation between Plymouth, the Wampanoag, and the Massasoit. Miles Standish threatened Plymouth allies with the colony’s monopoly of firepower. 

· The colonist switched to individually owned plots.

g. The enterprising Dutch, 1609-1625
· In 1609 Spain and the Dutch Republic singed a truce to quell the revolt. In 1609, Henry Hudson claims the area around the Hudson River for the Netherlands. In 1614 Fort Nassau was built near Albany and the colony of New Netherland was established. Hudson bought land form Indians and established the island of Manhattan and the settlement New Amsterdam. 

