Edit 

Chapter 7: Launching the New Republic, 1789-1800

Main idea: America gets back on its feet under a new system of government, the Constitution, and faces the problems of a new republic: balance of power, foreign entanglements, and party politics.



· Foreign Policy 

· Spain conquers more territory in North America, hoping to gain all the land from the Pacific coast (California) to Louisianan (recently acquired from France) 

· André Fagot from Spain comes to America and tries to exploit discontent, and have Americans renounce their citizenship 

· President Washington tried to limit Spanish and British influence in America by neutralizing their Native American allies 

· French Revolution 

· French people rebel against monarchies, hoping that a democratic U.S. would support them 

· southern whites supported the revolution, largley because it was anti-British (the British supported many slave uprisings in French territories) 

· northerners thought the French Revolution too violent and too radical; also, New England traded mostly with Britain 

· France dispatches Citizen Genet to gain sympathy for the revolution in America 

· Washington settles disputes with the Indians, Britian, and Spain by federal armies, the Jay Treaty, and the Pinckney Treaty, respectively; these actions avoided American entanglement in a foreign war

· The XYZ Affair - John Adams sought to avoid a war with France after the French began seizing American ships 

· the French foreign minister tried to bribe America through the use of three agents, X, Y, and Z 

· America responded aggressively, by arming ships and tripling the size of the army

· Domestic Policy 

· The Alien and Sedition Acts, in response to the possibility of an open war with France, severely limited American freedom in a time of crisis 

· the patriarchal family - a male head, wife, and children 

· everyone worked at home, generally on small farms

· property-owning women and blacks were able to vote, since the Constitution did not mention race or gender 

· women gained more independence, a more prominent place in society 

· "republican motherhood" - educating women in values of liberty and independence so they could pass it on to sons and daughters 

· Indians suffered losses of population, territory, and political power; they turned to drinking and internal violence which sparked a social revolution attempt 

· Blacks enjoyed enormous freedoms in the 1790s, however, whites' perceptions of blacks were reversed by 1800

· Elections of 1796 and 1800 

· 1796 - Adams vs. Jefferson 

· John Adams, a Federalist, against Thomas Jefferson the Republican 

· Federalists believed in a strong, national government where elected officials ruled in the people's name but were independent 

· Republicans wanted more power in the hands of the people, and less power to the government 

· Outcome: Adams won but proved to be a fairly ineffective president

· Major Events: 

· National Bank - Hamilton's bank plan would help the government, provide credit, expand the economy, all at no cost to the taxpayers 

· critics held that it would give power to a small group of elites to influence the government; also it was unconstitutional

· Congress approved by a small margin, based on Hamilton's belief that it was something "necessary and proper"

· Whiskey Rebellion - an excise tax was placed on domestically produced whiskey, angering the farmers that could not make profits any longer 

· protesters attacked excise agents and refused to pay 

· Washington responded with a militia force to put down the rebellion

· Themes: 

· interpretation of the Constitution: "loose" construction or "strict" construction 

· "loose" allowed for more freedom for the federal government to act 

· "strict" meant that the federal government could only do what was delegated to it in the Constitution, and nothing else

· neutrality - America did not want to involve itself in the affairs of Europe, but this proved difficult 

· emergence of party politics - Republicans and Federalists

· Economics: 

· Hamilton as Secretary of the Treasury; he knew the national debt was high and credit was weak 

· Hamilton proposed plans to fund the national debt in order to pay back what it owed from the Revolutionary War; the federal government would also pay off state debts

· Creation of the National Bank - opposed for political reasons, but passed eventually; contributed to Jefferson's 

· Factories and markets emerged and promoted economic growth
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