Jeffersonianism and the Era of Good Feelings

I. Introduction

1. Thomas Jefferson, third president of the U.S., had a distaste for pomp and ceremony

2. Conciliated the bitterness of the 1800 election, blaming it on the now-passed French Revolution; stated that “we are all republicans, we are all federalists”

3. Jefferson played active role as president; believed that government strength lied in the content of the people

II. The Age of Jefferson

1. Jefferson and Jeffersonianism

a. Jefferson was held in high regard for his extensive education, serving for twenty years as the president of the American Philosophical Society; also extensive public career: principal author of the Declaration of Independence, governor of Virginia, ambassador to France, secretary of state under Washington, and vice-president under John Adams.

b. However, Jefferson was controversial, as he was the father of his house slave’s child, doubted some Christian doctrines, and earnestly supported the French Revolution;also condemned “race-mixing”, believed blacks and whites could not live side by side.
c.  Jeffersonianism’s (Jefferson’s philosophy in government) key beliefs:
i. high taxes, standing armies, and public corruption will destroy American liberty

ii. state governments should retain considerable authority to safeguard against tyranny

iii. popular liberty needs popular virtue: virtue meant putting public good before private interests and keeping government power under control
iv. cities = menace to liberty; those who rely on bosses can have their political opinions influenced, while farmers reflect the most independent, therefore, most virtuous group

2. Jefferson’s “Revolution”:

a. Though his inauguration was described as a revolution, he  actually meant to return to the nation’s earlier tranquility, before government’s drift to despotism.

b. Jefferson and secretary of treasury Albert Gallatin rejected Hamilton’s belief that continued national debt would strengthen commercial class’ tie to government

c. Jefferson and Gallatin repealed taxes and government expenditures by closing some embassies and reducing the army; Peace of Amiens (1802), which halted hostilities between Britain and France that threatened American shipping, buoyed the decision to put economy ahead of military preparedness.
d. Despite cutting back on military, Jefferson ordered a naval squadron in 1801 to suppress the Barbary pirates, a battle cheaper than the tribute demanded by the pirates; peace treaty concluded this battle in 1805

3. Jefferson and the Judiciary

a. Jefferson felt attacked by the Federalist-sponsored Judiciary Act of 1801 (in which the number of Supreme Court justices was reduced to five and 16 new federal judgeships, or “midnight judges”, were created) because it prevented him from  appointing a justice early
b. 1802, Judiciary Act of 1801 was congressionally repealed

c. Marbury v. Madison: Madison would not release William Marbury’s “midnight” commission; Federalist John Marshall ruled that since Marbury’s appointment was unconstitutional, established principle of judicial review (Court’s power to deem an act of Congress void) ; despite not ruling in the Federalist favor, Marshall lectured Madison on his “moral responsibility”, a lecture Jefferson felt was directed at him

d. Impeachment  of Samuel Chase, a partisan federalist who frequently jailed republican editors under the Sedition Act, and John Pickering, an insane alcoholic, exemplified Jefferson’s battle against partisanship in the Court; Pickering was removed, but moderate Republicans felt impeachment on the basis of partisanship was not good enough reason, and Chase was not impeached.
e. Radical followers of Jefferson attacked judicial review and called for elected judiciary; Jefferson remained moderate by solely challenging the Federalist exploitation of the judiciary to further political goals

4. Lousiana Purchase

a.
Reasons for purchasing Louisiana:

i.
Once in the hands of France, Napolean Bonaparte may make an agreement with Britain to give it control of the Mediterranean in return for allowing France to expand in North America

ii.
Britain could use naval power against France to take control of Louisiana, sandwiching the U.S. in.
iii.
New Orleans, part of the purchase, was the primary method of shipping for farmers on the frontier, and worth 3$ million annually; whatever country was in control of the port practically controlled U.S. economy

iv.
Jefferson envisioned an “empire of liberty”, stretching from sea to sea; more land meant was important to virtuous farmers 
b.
Purchase negotiated by Robert Livingston and James Monroe; initially only wanted New Orleans and Florida, but bought whole territory as Bonaparte lost interest in establishing a Caribbean empire and needed the funds; land went to U.S. for 15$ million
c.
Jefferson was conflicted with strict interpretation of Constitution vs. purchasing Lousiana; dropped his initial belief as he hurried to have the purchase ratified, though he feared the rush would destroy Native Americans and cause an orgy of land speculation
5.
Election of 1804

a.
Candidates: 

Republican – Jefferson 

Federalist – Charles Pickney

b.
Results: Jefferson carries 11 states, overwhelming victory

c.
Issues: Aaron Burr, Jefferson’s vice president, was dropped from the ticket; Jefferson won mostly due to Lousiana Purchase, moves against government debt, and keeping the peace
6.
Lewis and Clark Expedition

a.
No one certain of how far Lousiana stretched; planned expedition conducted by Jefferson’s personal secretary Meriwether Lewis and comrade William Clark

b.
Lewis and Clark were to trace Missouri River to its source, cross western highlands, find best water route across the continent to boost China trade, and learn about Indian culture and American wildlife.

c.
Lewis and Clark were later accompanied by fur-trade Toussaint Charbonneau and his wife, Sacajawea, who kept on-looking Indians from attacking the group and kept band from starving
d.
Lewis and Clark reached the Pacific a year after they had set off, with a mass of scientific info on the region and the new knowledge that three hundred miles separated Missouri from Columbia

II.
The Gathering Storm


1.
Challenges on the Home Front




a.
Aaron Burr’s intrigues with extreme Federalists from New 





England, along with Senator Thomas Pickering; plotted to 

form a pro-British Northern Confederacy separate from union
b.
Hamilton thwarts Burr’s plans by denouncing Burr’s campaign for governor of New York; Burr would come to murder Hamilton in a duel for his insult

c.
Burr then allies himself with General James Wilkinson and conspires to separate western states south of Ohio River and West Florida into an independent confederacy; gained 60 followers
d.
Jefferson denounced conspiracy in Oct 1806; Wilkinson abandons Burr; Burr put on trial for treason
e.
Chief Justice Marshall infuriated Jefferson when deciding that Burr, despite his treasonable intentions, never truly committed treason.

f.
Burr would flee to Europe from the indictment for Hamilton’s murder; tried to incite Britain and France to ally and invade U.S. and Mexico

g.
Quids, lead by John Randolph, also attacked Jefferson for turning from “country” ideology; Randolph would criticized Jefferson’s affliation with land purchasers in the Yazoo land scandal, in which the Georgia legislature sold the Yazoo tract to land companies that bribed the legislature (served as evidence of decay in republican virtue)

2.
The Suppression of American Trade and Impressment

a.
Peace of Amiens collapses in 1803; American trading bolstered, though, able to carry French sugar and coffee from the Caribbean to Europe (drove down price of sugar and coffee from British colonies and benefited Napoleon with supplies)
b.
British Rule of 1756: an trade closed in peacetime couldn’t be reopened during war; violated by America’s “broken voyage”, in which American shippers would unload sugar from French West Indies in U.S. ports, then reexport it as an American produce

c.
Britian ensued into total war with France (1805), finally declaring broken voyage illegal 

d.
May 1806: Britain follows the first regulation of the Orders of Council, creating a blockade of French controlled ports in Europe; Napoleon responds with Continental System (ships obeying the Orders of Council were subject to French seizure) – virtual outlaw of all U.S. trade 

e.
Both Britain and France seize American ships; Britain was more humiliating by hovering over U.S.’s east coast and impressing American sailors into the royal navy because of sailor shortages due to desertion (1807, 149 of 419 sailors on the American warship Constitution were British subjects who deserted)

f.
Leopard Chesapeake affair: British warship, Leopard, attacks the U.S. Chesapeake unexpectantly, forcing urrender, impressing four of its sailors claiming they were “deserters” ; outrages the U.S. and moves Jefferson to search for peace.
3.
The Embargo Act of 1807

a.
Embargo Act prohibits vessels from leaving American ports for foreign ports; eliminating both exporting and importing from other countries

i.
Jefferson advocated embargo as a means to “peaceful coercion”; felt that it would cause Britain or France to recognize America’s neutrality rights; however, Britain only found new markets in South America

ii.
America suffered the consequences as 30,000 seamen lost their livelihood, 100s of merchants went bankrupt, jails swelled with debtors; farmers were devastated by the inability to export produce or sell their goods to impoverished urban dwellers

iii.
Embargo fell hardest on New England, who’s economy was composed of shipping (twice the ship tonnage per capita of any other state, more 1/3 of entire nation’s ship tonnage)

iv.
Despite hardships, embargo built up American manufacturing: by the end of 1809, 87 cotton mills had been constructed oppose to the previous 15


4.
James Madison and the Failure of Peaceable Coercion

a.
Election of 1808: Candidates were James Madison for Republicans and Charles Pickney for Federalists; Madison won, with majorities in both houses of Congress, though Federalists gained a modest comeback (due to Embargo Act and using vote-winning tactics such as barbecues and mass meetings)

b.
Madison proved to be a protégé of Jefferson (believed liberty rested on virtue); also recognized that agricultural prosperity depended on trade, and therefore tried to pressure Britain by embargoing trade from the West Indies so Britain couldn’t get their sugar

i.
Madison’s attempt failed due to Britain’s increased trade with Britain and the West Indies; 1809, Congress weakens Embargo Act with Non-Intercourse Act, which opened trade to all nations except Britain and France, who trading with would be reopened if either nation recognized America’s neutral rights (but neither do)

ii.
May 1810: Congress substitutes Non-Intercourse Act with Macon’s Bill No. 2, which opened trade with Britain and France but promised to halt trade with one if the other repealed their restrictions (again, neither do)

e.
Madison was attacked by militant Republicans, who wanted more aggressive policies (mainly from South and West); these militants were backed by the economic recession from 1808 – 1810

f.
By election of 1810, several young militants (“war hawks”) were put into congress: lead by Henry Clay and included John C. Calhoin, Richard M. Johnson, and William King.

i.
called for repulsion of Britain from Canada and Spain from Florida


ii.
felt that Canadian British were recruiting Indians to 



stop American settlement to the west


5.
Tecumseh and the Prophet
a.
Jefferson believed if Indians assimilated (farmed and abandoned nomadic ways), they could live peaceably with whites; insisted, along with Madison, that Indians be fairly compensated for ceded land

b.
White settlement at this time was already shrinking Indian hunting grounds and some Indians would sign away land they had no claim to for blankets, guns, and liquor.

c.
William Henry Harrison, 1809, lead the charge to attract white settlers to Indiana so it could gain its statehood, exploiting Indians through the Treaty of Fort Wayne, in which the Indians signed the land away for 2 cents an acre

i.
Treaty outraged Tecumseh and his previously drunkard-turned-religious brother, Lalawethica (aka the Prophet)

ii.
Tecumseh held a conference with Harrison that erupted into violence and led Harrison to attack Prophetstown 

iii. 
In the ensuring Battle of Tippecanoe, Tenskwatawa’s forces were beaten by Harrison; overall made Harrison a national hero, discredited Tenskwatawa, elevated Tecumseh to recognized leadership among western tribes, and persuaded Tecumseh to ally with the British.
5. Congress Votes for War

a. June 1, a demoralized Madison sends his war message to Congress to fight Britain; ironically, Britain repeals the Orders in Council only a month later, unaware of American intentions to fight


b. Reasons for War of 1812

i. Republicans in populous states propelled the war message in an effort to return shipping prosperity

ii. Impressment of American sailors

iii. Continued presence of British ships in American waters

iv. British incitement of Indians

v. Economic recession was leading cause (affected South and West), bolstered by Calhoun

c. Opposers to war included mostly southern Federalists and those in Massachusetts, Conneticut, and New York (sectional and partisan differences)

III. War of 1812

1. Intro

a. Though the U.S. Constitution would win a few duels, American navy was not strong enough to prevent the British naval blockade on the American coast
b. Canada was principal target (Madison viewed it as key prop to British Empire); Native American allies proved valuable in this region 

c. Strong local attachments kept from major American war support

2. On to Canada

a. Americans launched series of unsuccessful attacks on Canada from 1812 to 1814

i. July 1812, General William Henry Hull quickly returned his troops from Canada to Detroit after Tecumseh cut his supply line; Detroit and 2000 men surrendered to 13 hundred British troops and Indians

ii. Fall 1812, American regulars crushed by British at Battle of Queenston, while NY militia looked on from New Yorks border

iii. An American projected attack on Montreal from NY via Lake Champlain fell apart when militia refused to advance into Canada

b. Renewed offensive in 1813 when General Harrison tired to retake Detroit, but found that offensive operations were futile if Britain controlled Lake Eerie

c. Winter 1812-1813, Captain Oliver Perry destroyed british squadron at Put-in-Bay, taking control of Lake Eerie

d. Harrison defeats British force pulling back from Detroit at Battle of Thames in fall of 1813 (Tecumseh died in this battle)

e. June 1814, American troops crossed into Canada but withdrew after two bloody, inconclusive battles.

3. The British Offensive

a. British took offensive in summer of 1914 after Napoleon was abdicated.

i. General Prevost led force of 10 thousand British veterans to try and split the New England states; advanced down Lake Champlain until defeated at Plattsburgh on Sept 11; Prevost abandons campaign

ii. 1814, Battle of Bladensburgh, in Maryland, American forces retreated almost without any fired shots; allows Britain to descend on Washington, where Madison had just barely escaped from; British soldiers burn the presidential mansion and later attack Baltimore

4. Treaty of Ghent, 1814

a. August 1814 negotiations to end the war between Britain and America take place at Ghent, Belgium

b. American delegation: Henry Clay, Albert Gallatin, John Q. Adams 
c. Intially, Britain demands territorial concessions, but once they lost control of the Great Lake and Lake Champlain, territorial concessions were dropped

d. Final treaty, signed Christmas Eve 1814, restored status quo ante bellum (state of things before war); no gain or loss of territory; boundary disputes raised by war were solved in later commissions; no concessions for impressments (neutral rights = dead issue)

e. Dramatic American victory achieved after peace negotiations: December 1814, British General Pakenham attacks General Andrew’s forces in New Orleans; Jackson killed Pakenham and killed more than 2000 British casualties, only 13 Americans lost

5. The Hartford Convention

a. Some Federalist wanted to secede New England from union, but most rejected idea believing exhaustion of “Mr. Madison’s War” would bring Federalist back to power

b. Late 1814, Federalist held convention at Hartford; moderates took control and passed series of New England grievances (most lay in belief that New Englanders were becoming permanent minority)
c. Convention proposed:

i. abolishment of 3/5 clause (gave South more votes)

ii. require 2/3  vote of Congress to declare war

iii. admit new states into Union

iv. limit president to one term

v. prohibit election of two successive president from same state (destroy “Virginia dynasty”)

vi. bar embargoes lasting more than 60 days

d. Timing of proposals was disastrous, since Treaty of Ghent and victory of Battle of New Orleans destroyed Federalist support; their falling from the political scene was concluded with Monroe’s winning of 1816 election

IV. The Awakening of American Nationalism

1. Madison’s Nationalism and the Era of Good Feelings

a. Three major political consequences of 1812 War

i. eliminated Federalists as a national political force

ii. convinced Republicans that nation was strong

iii. since federalists were no longer a force, republicans embraced Federalist doctrines

b. December 1815, Madison calls for federal support for internal improvements, tariff protection, and new national bank (first bank expired in 1811)

c. Henry Clay proposes American System, aimed to make nation economically self-sufficient

d. 1816, Congress charters Second Bank of the Unites States and enacted moderate tariff

e. Madison favored federal aid but felt constitution didn’t justify it; vetoed internal-improvements bill in 1917

f. “Era of Good Feelings” coined by Boston newspaper in 1817; meant to describe war’s elimination of dividing issues and Monroe’s effort to avoid controversies
g. Despite the name, Monroe’s two administrations reflected budding sectionalism (especially slavery) and heated debates over internal improvements

2. John Marshall and the Supreme Court

a. Dartmouth College v. Woodward: centered question of whether a private corporation, Dartmouth, could be made into a state university; Marshall ruled that this transformation was unconstitutional; established that once a state chartered a business or college, it surrendered power to alter the charter and authority to regulate the beneficiary

b. McCulloch v. Maryland: issue whether Maryland had power to tax a federal corporation; Marshall engaged in “loose” interpretation, saying that the federal government had implied power to create a bank, and a state could not tax a federal institution (power to tax was power to destroy)

c. Second Bank of the U.S. would later tighten loan policies and create Panic of 1819 (especially depression to western farmers); Marshall’s ruling in McCulloch seen as an attack on states’ rights

d. Marshall justified ruling, said the Constitution was more fundamental than state laws; against Republican theory that Union was a compact of states

3. The Missouri Compromise, 1820-1821
a. Missouri territory attracted southerners who wanted to use slaves to grow cotton and hemp in the region (1819, 16% of MI population were slaves); most expected MI to be a slave state as LA, Mississippi, and Alabama were made from LA purchase
b. 1819, House of Representatives conflicts decision to admit Missouri with Republicans offer to prohibit slavery in further territories and provide slave emancipation at age 25; House accepted offer, Senate rejected (divided sectionally)

c. By end of 1819, Union had 11 free and 11 slave states; MI’s statehood would upset balance; northerners also worried that slavery would be extended into northern regions of LA purchase; Republicans divided sectionally in the issue

d. MI’s statehood opened flood gates of sectional tension: northerners were supposedly conspiring to sever Union and end slavery, southerners were supposedly conspiring to spread slavery; Southerners proclaimed that they were prepared to fight the antislavery north (persuaded some northerners to not fight for the restriction of slavery in Missouri

e. Missouri Compromise promised the following

i. Missouri would be an admitted slave state and Maine an admitted free state to keep the balance

ii. Relaxed sectional tensions for 30 years, but marked a stain on the otherwise good feelings of the era
