Chapter 28
The Liberal Era (1960-1968)


I. The Kennedy Presidency
 A. Personality, image, and characteristics

-Kennedy personified the self-confident liberal who believed 
that 
an activist state could improve life at home and 
confront the 
Communist college abroad

-Vigorous and prosperous

-Wealthy father

-Charming war hero, used his father's connections to win election to 
the House of Representatives in 1946 from a Boston district in 
which he had never lived

-Wife = Jacqueline

-Won Pulitzer Prize for Profiles in Courage (1956), written largely by 
a staff member

-Roman Catholic, but still won a first-ballot victory at the 1960 
Democratic convention

-42 years old, sounded the theme of a “New Frontier” to “get 
America moving again” by liberal activism at home and abroad
B. A New Beginning

-Campaigned against Richard M. Nixon who promised the 
continuation and stability of Eisenhower's middle way

-First televised debate in history

-Nixon portrayed as insecure and sweaty while Kennedy appeared 
tanned and dynamic

-Two candidates separated by 120,000 votes

-Kennedy = benefited from an economic recession in 1960 as well as 
his choice of Senate Majority Leader Lyndon B. Johnson as his 
running mate; captured 80% of the Catholic vote 

-Public knew nothing of his fragile health, frequent use of mood-
altering drugs to alleviate pain, and extramarital affairs

C. Kennedy's Domestic Record
 -little significant social legislation
 -rarely pressed Congress
 -New Frontier doomed by his narrow victory, and the conservative coalition of Republicans and southern Democrats that had stifled Truman's Fair Deal
 -Made economic growth the key to his liberal agenda
 -1961: persuaded Congress to boost the defense budget by 20%

-Increased nuclear stockpile, conventional forces, and established 
the Special Forces (“Green Berets”) to in engage in guerrilla warfare

-Persuaded Congress to finance a “race to the moon”

-Accepted the Keynesian approach to economic growth

-Overall failure: Proposed tax cut was bottled up in Congress when 
his presidency ended suddenly in November 1963

-Decreased unemployment, inflation held at 1.3% a year

-Environmentalism:  Publication of Rachel Carson's Silent 
Spring(1962), leads to Kennedy warns against widespread pesticide 
use due to DDT

-Clean Air Act: regulated automotive and industrial emissions
D. Cold War Activism

-Inaugural address: “we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet 
any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe to assure the 
survival and success of liberty”

-Major military buildup, foreign policy top priority

-Economic assistance to Third World countries

-Peace Corps created in 1961 to exemplify the New Frontier's liberal 
communism

-Laos crisis

- “La Brigada” invasion of Cuba's Bay of Pigs

-Failure to overthrow Fidel Castro, but Kennedy neither accepted the 
blame nor ceased attempting to topple him

-Berlin Wall becomes concrete symbol of communism's denial of 
personal freedom until it fell in 1989

E. To the Brink of Nuclear War

-Aerial photographs reveal Soviet Union had built bases for 
intermediate-range ballistic missiles (IRBMs) in Cuba, which could 
reach U.S targets as far as 2200 miles away

-Krushchev promises to remove missiles if the U.S. pledged never to 
invade Cuba, and that American missiles in Turkey be withdrawn as 
part of the deal

-In June 1963 JFK advocated a relaxation of superpower tensions, 
and two months later the two nations agreed to a treaty outlawing 
atmospheric and undersea nuclear testing

-These efforts signaled a new phase of the Cold War, later called 
detente,  in which the superpowers moved from confrontation to 
negotiation
F. The Thousand-Day Presidency

-With Kennedy's assassination on November 22, 1963, Lyndon 
Johnson was rushed to Air Force One to be Sworn in as president

-Americans gripped by grief and disbelief

-Kennedy's accused assassin = Lee Harvey Oswald

-More admired by the public in death that in life

-Internationally, Kenny left a mixed record, he had signed the 
world's first nuclear ban treaty, yet also initiated a massive nuclear-
arms buildup

-Economic expansion came from spending on missiles and the space 
race, not on social welfare and human needs


R. Hispanic-Americans Organize

-fastest growing minority, Latinos like Cesar Chavez turned to the 
more militant tactics and strategies of the civil-rights movement

-Mexican American Political Association not very successful
          -Median annual wage was half the poverty level, 40 % of adults were                
          functionally illiterate, and de facto segregation was common 
          throughout the Southwest
          -El Movimiento Estudiantil Chicano de Aztlan (MEChA) in 1967
S. A Second Feminist Wave

-New spirit of self-awareness and dissatisfaction

-Nation Organization for Women (NOW) founded by Betty Friedan, 
Bella Azbug, Aileen Hernandez, and others in 1966

-Publication of The Feminine Mystique (1963) in which Friedan 
deplored the narrow view that women should seek fulfillment solely 
as wives and mothers

-Presidential Commission on the Status of Women established by 
Kennedy after his marriage

T. Women's Liberation

-1968: Most feminists adopted the technique of “consciousness-
raising” as a recruitment device and a means of transforming 
women's perceptions of themselves and society

-Tens of thousands of women begin assembling in small groups, 
commitment to end sexism and prove that “sisterhood is powerful”

-1960: “the Pill” came to the market

-August 1970: largest women's rights demonstration ever, the 
Women's Strike for Equality
U. Kennedy and Vietnam

-Orders massive shipments of weaponry to Vietnam

-uprooted Vietnamese peasants and moved them into fortified 
villages, or “strategic hamlets”

-Diem overthrown and new government immediately recognized by 
the U.S.

-Month after Diem's death, Kennedy fell to an assassin's bullet
V. Escalation of the War

-Johnson did not want Americans to appear weak

-Did not want the charge of being “soft on communism” to destroy 
him or his liberal programs

-Maxwell Taylor appointed ambassador to Saigon

-Early August: North Vietnamese patrol boats allegedly clashed with 
two American destroyers in the Gulf of Tonkin, but evidence was 
unclear

-LBJ announced that Americans had been victims of “open 
aggression on the high seas”

-Gulf of Tonkin Resolution – authorized president to “take all 
measures to repel any armed attack against the forces of the U.S.

-LBJ privately called it “grandma's nightshirt—it covered 
everything”

-Creates an eventual credibility problem for Johnson

-His political downfall begins
W. The Endless War

-1965: “Operation Rolling Thunder”, the sustained bombing of 
Vietnam that accomplished none of it's purposes

-LBJ escalates air war (Between 1965 and 1968 the U.S. dropped 
800 hundred tons of bombs a day on North Vietnam

- “Meat-grinder” or attrition strategy

-Superiority in numbers and weaponry was not enough against the 
jungle strategy of Hanoi
X. Doves Versus Hawks

-25,000 people, mainly students, attended a rally in Washington to 
demonstrate against escalation

-Intellectuals and clergy joined

-80% of the enlisted men came from poor and working-class families

-TV coverage further eroded war support

- “Hawks” accepted little short of total victory

- “Doves” insisted on negotiating

-LBJ refuses to de-escalate conflict, demonstrators paraded past 
the White House chanting, “Hey, hey, LBJ, how many kids did you 
kill today?”

-Few Americans still believe in Kennedy's confident assurance that 
the nation could “pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, 
support any friend, oppose any foe”


!Important Tables!
Major Great Society Programs on pg. 885
Major Decisions of the Warren Court on pg. 886
Also see: Chronology on pg. 902




Other Helpful Outlines: 

Kennedy's "New Frontier" Spirit
President Kennedy, the youngest president to take office, assembled one of the youngest cabinets, including his brother Robert Kennedy, the Attorney General, who planned to reform the priorities of the FBI.  Kennedy's new challenge of a "New Frontier" quickened patriotic pulses.  He proposed the Peace Corps, an army of idealistic and mostly youthful volunteers to bring American skills to underdeveloped countries.

 

The New Frontier at Home

Southern Democrats and Republicans despised the president's New Frontier plan.  Kennedy had campaigned on the theme of revitalizing the economy after the recessions of the Eisenhower years.  To do this, the president tried to curb inflation.  In 1962, he negotiated a noninflationary wage agreement with the steel industry.  When the steel industry announced significant price increases, promoting inflation, President Kennedy erupted in wrath, causing the industry to lower its prices.  Kennedy rejected the advice of those who wished greater government spending and instead chose to stimulate the economy by cutting taxes and putting more money directly into private hands.  Kennedy also proposed a multibillion-dollar plan to land an American on the moon.

 

Rumblings in Europe

President Kennedy met with Soviet leader Khrushchev at Vienna in June 1961.  After making numerous threats, the Soviets finally acted.  In August 1961, the Soviets began to construct the Berlin Wall, which was designed to stop the large population drain from East Germany to West Germany through Berlin.

Western Europe was prospering after the Marshall Plan aid and the growth of the Common Market, the free-trade area later called the European Union.  Focusing on Western Europe, Kennedy secured passage of the Trade Expansion Act in 1962, authorizing tariff cuts of up to 50% to promote trade with Common Market countries.

American policymakers were dedicated to an economically and militarily united "Atlantic Community" with the United States the dominant partner.  

President of France, Charles de Gaulle, was suspicious of American intentions in Europe and in 1963, vetoed British application for Common Market membership, fearing that the British "special relationship" with the United States would allow the U.S. to indirectly control European affairs.

 

Foreign Flare-ups and "Flexible Response"

In 1960, the African Congo received its independence from Belgium and immediately exploded in violence.  The U.N. sent in troops while the United States paid for it.

In 1954, Laos gained its independence from France and it, too erupted in violence.  Kennedy, avoiding sending troops, sought diplomatic means in the Geneva conference in 1962, which imposed a peace on Laos.

Defense Secretary Robert McNamara pushed the strategy of "flexible response" - that is, developing an array of military options that could be precisely matched to the necessities of the crisis at hand.  President Kennedy increased spending on conventional military forces.

 

Stepping into the Vietnam Quagmire

The doctrine of "flexible response" provided a mechanism for a progressive, and possibly endless, stepping-up of the use of force (Vietnam).

In 1961, Kennedy increased the number of "military advisors" in South Vietnam in order to help protect Diem from the communists long enough to allow him to enact basic social reforms favored by the Americans.

In November 1963, after being fed up with U.S. economic aid being embezzled by Diem, the Kennedy encouraged a successful coup and killed Diem.

 

Cuban Confrontations

In 1961, President Kennedy extended the American hand of friendship to Latin America with the Alliance for Progress, called the Marshall Plan for Latin America.  A primary goal was to help the Latin American countries close the gap between the rich and the poor, and thus quiet communist agitation.  Results were disappointing as America had few positive impacts on Latin America's immense social problems.

On April 17, 1961, 1,200 exiles landed at Cuba's Bay of Pigs.  President Kennedy was against the direct intervention of the overthrow of Fidel Castro in Cuba, failing to provide air support for the exiles.  The invasion therefore failed as the exiles were forced to surrender.  

The Bay of Pigs blunder pushed the Cuban leader further into the Soviet embrace.  In October 1962, it was discovered that the Soviets were secretly installing nuclear missiles in Cuba.  Kennedy rejected air force proposals for a bombing strike against the missile sites.  Instead, on October 22, 1962, he ordered a naval "quarantine" of Cuba and demanded immediate removal of the weapons.  For a week, Americans waited while Soviet ships approached the patrol line established by the U.S. Navy off the island of Cuba.  On October 28, Khrushchev agreed to a compromise in which he would pull the missiles out of Cuba.  The American government also agreed to end the quarantine and not invade the island.

In late 1963, a pact prohibiting trial nuclear explosions in the atmosphere was signed.  

In June 1963, President Kennedy gave a speech at American University, Washington, D.C. encouraging Americans to abandon the negative views of the Soviet Union.  He tried to lay the foundations for a realistic policy of peaceful coexistence with the Soviet Union.

 

The Struggle for Civil Rights

During his campaign, JFK had gained the black vote by stating that he would pass civil rights legislation.

In 1960, groups of Freedom Riders spread out across the South to end segregation in facilities serving interstate bus passengers.  A white mob torched a Freedom Ride bus near Anniston, Alabama in May 1961.  When southern officials proved unwilling to stop the violence, federal marshals were dispatched to protect the freedom riders.

For the most part, the Kennedy family and the King family (Martin Luther King, Jr.) had a good relationship.

SNCC and other civil rights groups inaugurated a Voter Education Project to register the South's historically disfranchised blacks.

In the spring of 1963, Martin Luther King, Jr. launched a campaign against discrimination in Birmingham, Alabama, the most segregated big city in America.  Civil rights marchers were repelled by police with attack dogs and high-pressure water hoses.  In shock, President Kennedy delivered a speech to the nation on June 11, 1963 in which he dedicated himself to finding a solution to the racial problems.

In August 1963, Martin Luther King, Jr. led 200,000 black and white demonstrators on a peaceful "March on Washington" in support of the proposed new civil rights legislation.

 

The Killing of Kennedy

On November 22, 1963, President Kennedy was shot and killed as he was riding in an open limousine in Dallas, Texas.  The alleged gunman was Lee Harvey Oswald.  Oswald was shot and killed by self-appointed avenger, Jack Ruby.  Vice President Lyndon B. Johnson was sworn into office, retaining most of Kennedy's cabinet.  Kennedy was acclaimed more for the ideals he had spoken and the spirit he had kindled for the goals he had achieved.

 

The LBJ Brand on the Presidency

After prodding from President Johnson, Congress passed the landmark Civil Rights Act of 1964, banning racial discrimination in most private facilities open to the public.  It strengthened the federal government's power to end segregation in schools and other public places.  It also created the federal Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) to eliminate discrimination in hiring.  Part of the act's Title VII passed with sexual clause ensuring some special attention for women.  In 1965, President Johnson issued an executive order requiring all federal contractors to take "affirmative action" against discrimination.  

Johnson added proposals of his own to Kennedy's stalled tax bill to allow for a billion-dollar "War on Poverty."  He dubbed his domestic program the "Great Society" - a sweeping set of New Dealish economic and welfare measures aimed at transforming the American way of life.

 

Johnson Battles Goldwater in 1964

The Democrats nominated Lyndon Johnson to run for president for the election of 1964.  The Republicans chose Senator Barry Goldwater.  Goldwater attacked the federal income tax, the Social Security System, the Tennessee Valley Authority, civil rights legislation, the nuclear test-ban treaty, and the Great Society.

In August 1964 in the Gulf of Tonkin, U.S. Navy ships had been cooperating with the South Vietnamese in raids along the coast of North Vietnam.  On August 2th and August 4th, two U.S. ships were allegedly fired upon.  Johnson called the attack "unprovoked" and moved to make political gains out of the incident.  He ordered a "limited" retaliatory air raid against the North Vietnamese bases.  He also used the event to spur congressional passage of the Tonkin Gulf Resolution; lawmakers virtually gave up their war-declaring powers and handed the president a blank check to use further force in Southeast Asia.  Lyndon Johnson overwhelmingly won the election of 1964.

 

The Great Society Congress

Congress passed a flood of legislation, comparable to output of the Hundred Days Congress.  Escalating the War on Poverty, Congress doubled the funding of the Office of Economic Opportunity to $2 billion.  Congress also created two new cabinet offices:  the Department of Transportation and the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).  The National Endowments for the Arts and the Humanities was designed to lift the level of American cultural life.

The Big Four legislative achievements that crowned LBJ's Great Society program were:  aid to education, medical care for the elderly and poor, immigration reform, and a new voting rights bill.  Johnson gave educational aid to students, not schools, avoiding the issue of separation of church and state.  In 1965 came Medicare for the elderly and Medicaid for the poor.  The Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965 abolished the quota system that had been in place since 1921.  It also doubled the number of immigrants allowed to enter the country annually.  The sources of immigration shifted from Europe to Latin American and Asia.  Conservatives charged that the problem of poverty could not be fixed with money spent by the Great Society programs, yet the poverty rate did decline in the following decade.

 

Battling for Black Rights

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 gave the federal government more power to enforce school-desegregation orders and to prohibit racial discrimination in all kinds of public accommodations and employment.

President Johnson realized the problem that few blacks were registered to vote.  The 24th Amendment, passed in 1964, abolished the poll tax in federal elections, yet blacks were still severely hampered from voting.  Congress passed the Voting Rights Act of 1965, banning literacy tests and sending federal voter registers into several southern states.

 

Black Power

Days after the Voting Rights Act of 1965 was passed, a bloody riot erupted in Watts, a black ghetto in Los Angeles.  Blacks were enraged by police brutality and burned and looted their own neighborhoods for a week.  The Watts explosion marked increasing militant confrontation in the black struggle.  Malcolm X deepened the division among black leaders.  He was first inspired by the militant clack nationalists in the Nation of Islam.  He rallied black separatism and disapproved of the "blue-eyed white devils."  In 1965, he was shot and killed by a rival Nation of Islam.

The violence or threat of violence increased as the Black Panther party emerged, openly carrying weapons in the streets of Oakland, California.  Just as the civil rights movement had achieved its greatest legal and political triumphs, more riots erupted.  Black unemployment was nearly double than for whites. 

 On April 4, 1968, Martin Luther King, Jr. was shot and killed by a sniper in Memphis, Tennessee.  Black voter registration eventually increased, and by the late 1960s, several hundred blacks held elected office in the Old South.

 

Combating Communism in Two Hemispheres

In April 1965, President Johnson sent 25,000 troops to the Dominican Republic to restore order after a revolt against the military government started.  Johnson claimed, with shaky evidence, that the Dominican Republic was the target of a Castrolike coup.  He was widely condemned for his actions.

In February 1965, Viet Cong guerrillas attacked an American air base at Pleiku, South Vietnam, prompting Johnson to send retaliatory bomb raids and, for the first time, order attacking U.S. troops to land.  By the middle of March 1965, "Operation Rolling Thunder" was in full swing - regular full-scale bombing attacks against North Vietnam.

The South Vietnamese watched as their own war became more Americanized.  Corrupt and collapsible governments fell one after another in Saigon, yet American officials continued to talk of defending a faithful democratic ally.  Pro-war hawks argued that if the United Sates were to leave Vietnam, other nations would doubt America's word and crumble to communism.  By 1968, Johnson had put more than 500,000 troops in Southeast Asia, and the annual cost for the war was exceeding $30 billion.

 

Vietnam Vexations

Overcommitment in Southeast Asia tied America's hands elsewhere.  In June 1967, Israel launched a Six-Day War, gaining the territories of the Golan Heights, the Gaza Strip, and the West Bank.  Arab Palestinians and their Arab allies complained about Israel's doing, but all to no avail - the Middle East was becoming an ever-dangerous place.

Antiwar demonstrations increased significantly as more and more American soldiers died in the war.  Protesters' sayings included, "Hey, hey, LBJ, how many kids did you kill today?"  Senator William Fulbright staged a series of televised hearings in 1966 and 1967 in which he convinced the public that it had been deceived about the causes and "winnability" of the war.

When Defense Secretary McNamara expressed discomfort about the war, he was quietly removed from office.

By early 1968, the war had become the longest and most unpopular foreign war in the nation's history.  The government failed to explain to the people what was supposed to be at stake in Vietnam.  Casualties, killed, and wounded had exceeded 100,000, and more bombs had been dropped in Vietnam than in World War II.

In 1967, Johnson ordered the CIA to spy on domestic antiwar activists.  He also encouraged the FBI to turn its counterintelligence program, code-named "Cointelpro," against the peace movement.

 

Vietnam Topples Johnson

In January 1968, the Viet Cong attacked 27 key South Vietnamese cities, including Saigon.  The Tet Offensive ended in a military defeat for the VC, but it caused the American public to demand an immediate end to the war.  American military leaders responded to the attacks for a request of 200,000 more troops.  President Johnson himself now began to seriously doubt the wisdom of continuing to raise the stakes.

Eugene McCarthy and Robert F. Kennedy both entered the race for the 1968 Democratic presidential nomination.

On March 31, 1968, President Johnson issued an address to the nation stating that he would freeze American troop levels and gradually shift more responsibility to the South Vietnamese themselves.  Bombing would also be scaled down.  He also declared that he would not be a candidate for the presidency in 1968.

 

The Presidential Sweepstakes of 1968

On June 5, 1968, the night of the California primary, Robert Kennedy was shot and killed by an Arab immigrant resentful of the candidate's pro-Israel views.  When the Democrats met in Chicago in August 1968, angry antiwar zealots, protesting outside the convention hall, violently clashed with police.

Hubert H. Humphrey, vice president of Johnson, won the Democratic nomination.

The Republicans nominated Richard Nixon for president and Spiro T. Agnew for vice president.  The Republican platform called for a victory in Vietnam and a strong anticrime policy.

The American Independent party, headed by George C. Wallace, entered the race and called for the continuation of segregation of blacks.

 

Victory for Nixon

Richard Nixon won the election of 1968 as Humphrey was scorched by the LBJ brand.  Nixon did not win a single major city, attesting to the continuing urban strength of the Democrats, who also won about 95% of the black vote.

 

The Obituary of Lyndon Johnson

No president since Lincoln had done more for civil rights than LBJ.  By 1966, the Vietnam War brought dissent to Johnson, and as war costs sucked tax dollars, Great Society programs began to wither.  LBJ was persuaded by his advisors that an easy victory in Vietnam would be achieved by massive aerial bombing and large troop commitments.  His decision to not escalate the fighting offended the "hawks," and his refusal to back off altogether provoked the "doves."

 

The Cultural Upheaval of the 1960s

Everywhere in 1960s America, a newly negative attitude toward all kinds of authority took hold.  Disillusioned by the discovery that American society was not free of racism, sexism, imperialism, and oppression, many young people lost their morals.

One of the first organized protests against established authority took place at the University of California at Berkeley in 1964, in the Free Speech Movement.  Leader Mario Savio condemned the impersonal university "machine."  Angered by the war in Vietnam, some middle class sons and daughters became radical political rebels.

The 1960s also witnessed a "sexual revolution."  The introduction of the birth control pill made unwanted pregnancies easy to avoid.  By the 1960s, gay men and lesbians were increasingly emerging and demanding sexual tolerance.  The Mattachine Society, founded in 1951, was an advocate for gay rights.  Worries in the 1980s of AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases finally slowed the sexual revolution.

Students for a Democratic Society (SDS), had, by the end of the 1960s, spawned an underground terrorist group called the Weathermen.

The upheavals of the 1960s could be largely attributed to the three Ps:  the youthful population bulge, protest against racism and the Vietnam War, and the apparent permanence of prosperity.

Kennedy's New Frontier; Johnson's Great Society

I. New Domestic Programs – New Frontier to “get the country moving again”


A. Tax cut – though at odds with companies over Steel threats, he regained favor with tax cuts to 

business – seen as a Republican measure



1. Additional tax cuts pushed through by Johnson after Kennedy assassinated


B. War on Poverty – Johnson – Great Society – “rights revolution” – helped Americans/hurt budget



1. Proposed $1 Bill(Later $2 bill. dollar package – focused on Appalachian mountains and poor




a. Economic and welfare programs – similar to New Deal




b. Michael Harrington’s The Other America – shows 20% of population in poverty



2. Two new cabinet offices – Housing and Urban Development, Department of Transportation



3. Big Four Feats – education, aid to elderly/indigent, immigration reform, voting




a. Education – loans straight to kids, not schools – Project Head Start




b. Medicare/Medicid

II. Civil Rights and Civil Liberties


A. The New Left and the Counterculture – divides America’s into two morals



1. Negative attitude toward authority – America not free of racism, sexism, imperialism, povert



2. 1950s – “Beat” poets - Allen Ginsberg, Jack Kerouac, Rebel without a Cause



3. UC Berkeley – Free Speech Movement, sexual revolution, lived in communes



4. Turned into violence and cynicism


B. Republican Party – reaction to “flower children” – silent majority



1. Republicans in South – Kennedy – anti-Catholic – Bible belt



2. 1968 – American Independent Party – George Wallace – South really doesn’t want 



integration – can no longer follow Democrats



3. Blacks move to cities, Democrats begin appealing to urban areas, Republicans elsewhere


C. The Supreme Court – Warren’s Court – After 1953



1. Cases affect sexual freedom, criminals’ rights, religious rights, structure of political 


representation




A. Griswold v. Connecticut – Condoms OK – people have privacy in lives




B. Gideon v. Wainwright – Defendants have right to legal counsel




C. Miranda/Escobedo – right to remain silent, can’t get confession from torture




D. New York Times v. Sullivan – public figures only win libel if malice intended




E. Engel v. Vitale – prayer illegal in schools




F. Reynolds v. Sims – redraw district lines to better represent population

III. Foreign Policy – Cold war still dominates thinking


A. Bay of Pigs – plan made under Eisenhower to have CIA help Cuban exiles retake gov’t from Castro



1. Fails miserably when Cubans don’t side with Cuban exiles



2. America looks like idiots for sponsoring a revolution – Kennedy held responsible


B. Cuban Missile Crisis – closest America gets to WWIII – US tells USSR to get missiles out of Cuba



1. Puts in “quarantine” – can’t do blockade because it’s an act of war



2. If Russia doesn’t back down > Cuba invaded > Berlin invaded > World War III



3. Khruschev - Russia eventually back down for America’s promise to take out missiles Turkey



4. Created direct phone line between leaders – too close to death


C. Vietnam Quagmire – no-win situation – escalation not possible, N. Vietnamese won’t quit



1. Can’t escalate because might bring in China or Russia, but can’t win without escalation



2. American public – due to media – getting tired of unwinnable wore and empty promises



3. Victory confusing – based on body counts and not land taken (land gets retaken later)



4. People begin dodging draft, tons of protests, Veterans not welcomed back



5. Tet Offensive actually a victory but media portrayal makes it look like gov’t has no touch w/ 

reality – they had just promised a huge victory



6. Destroys Johnson’s policies

