US History Notes -


Chapter 11 - The South and Slavery, 1790s - 1850s





King Cotton and Southern Expansion


	-Slavery had long dominated southern life


	-First slave boom was when indigo, tobacco or rice was grown


	- Demand for these crops declined = slavery declined


	- However with cotton gin = slavery boom


	- Cotton was needed to clothe the newly industrial world


	- Developed a distinctive regional culture different than in the North





The Cotton Gin and Expansion into the Old Southwest


	- Short-staple cotton had long been recognized as a crop ideally suited to southern 	soils and growing conditions but it was hard to remove the seeds from the lint


	- Cotton gin was invented by Eli Whitney (interchangeable parts) = cotton boom


	- Cotton exhausted the soil quickly = new land needed


	- Cotton growing exploded on the "black belt" (western Georgia, Alabama, and 	Mississippi) that had excellent soil


	- The "Five Civilized Tribes", the Cherokees, Chickasaws, Choctawas, Creeks, 	and Seminoles were forced to give up land


	- FNP were to be removed as they interfered with the social order


		- Weren't black slaves, but weren't white masters = kicked out





The Question of Slavery


	- Southern labor system shifted from white indentured servitude to African 	slavery during the colonial period because servants would not perform plantation 	work for others when they could farm their own land


	- Britain outlaws slavery in 1807


	- All southern states banned the importation of foreign slaves after the successful 	slave revolt in Haiti (1791)


	- After the invention of the cotton gin slavery was needed again = smuggling in


	- Smuggling was so bad that South Carolina made it legal again


	- In 1808 USA bans American participation in the international slave trade	 			- leads to internal slave trade





The Internal Slave Trade


	- The cotton boom caused a huge increase in the domestic slave trade, plantation 	owners in the Upper South sold their slaves to meet the demand for labor in the 	new and expanding cotton-growing regions





The Economics of Slavery


	- A series of inventions resulted in the mechanized spinning and weaving of cloth, 	combined with the invention of the cotton gin = British want cotton


	- Cotton was profitable, accounting for almost 60% of American exports


	- Southern slavery financed northern industrial development


Cotton Culture


	- Northerners failed to recognize their economic connection to the South and 	increasingly regarded it as a backward region


	- Concentration on Plantation agriculture diverted energy and resources from the 	South's cities


	- Most of the South remained rural


	- The South also lagged behind the North in industry, and in canals and railroads


		- Exception would be the iron industry near Richmond


	- Southerners didn't industrialize because they were ignorant but because they had 	enough money from plantations and railroads were risky





To Be a Slave


	- Grew from 700,000 in 1790 to 4 million in 1808





The Maturing of the American Slave System


	- Dependence on King Cotton meant dependence on slave labor


	- All northern states had abolished slaveholding


	- Most slaves were in the Lower South where cotton was grown


	- Upper South owners sold their slaves to Lower South which needed them 	desperately





The Challenge to Survive


	- Mortality rates for children under 5 were twice that of white children


	- Horrific treatment of too frequently pregnant women


	- Malaria, yellow fever, and cholera were endemic in the South


	- Blacks died easily due to overwork, poor diet, poor housing, and poor sanitation





From Cradle to Grave


	- Slavery was a lifelong labor system


	- Southerners claimed that by clothing and housing slaves for life they were more 	benevolent than industrialists who fired and hired according to the market


	- Masters clothed, housed and fed slaves


	- Children learned life from parents


	- Slaves sabotaged to slow work and flattered masters 


		- masters thought slaves were dumb


	- Frederick Douglass - educated slave who led abolitionist movement





House Servants


	- House slaves were better clothed


	- Masters thought that house slaves would be loyal but were wrong





Artisans and Skilled Workers


	- A small number of slaves were skilled workers: weavers, seamstresses, 	carpenters, blacksmiths, mechanics





Field Work


	- Most slaves were field workers


	- Slaves took pride in their strength - indicated their worth


	- Elderly slaves were given other tasks (caring for children)





The African American Community


	- African Americans created an enduring culture of their own, that would 	influence white society


	- Slaves had contacts with other slaves in different plantations - able to plot


	- Whites knew that unhappy slaves were unproductive 


		 - menality was to let them have two things, family and church





Slave Families


	- No southern state recognized slave marriages in law


	- Masters liked marriage among slaves, believed it made men less rebellious


		- Wanted children = more slaves


	- Slave marriages were equal


	- Parents made great efforts to teach children their roots


	- Fear of separation was constant


		- Led to the beginnings of a larger community family





African American Religion


	- Slaves brought religions from Africa but were not allowed to practice them


		- Whites feared religion might lead to bonds between slaves = rebellion


	- Some aspects survived in the form of roots for medicinal use by conjurers


	- 1700's - little effort to Christianize their slaves


		- might take universal brotherhood and equality too literally


	- The Great Awakening which swept the South after 1760's introduced many 	slaves to Christianity


	- Free Blacks founded their own independent churches and the AME 


		- African Methodist Episcopal denomination


	- Blacks found in Christianity a powerful vehicle to express their longings for 	freedom and justice


		- Evangelical religion of the early nineteenth century was also a powerful 			form of social control 


			- Masters expected Christianity to make slaves peaceful


	- Secret churches were outlawed, insisted blacks go to white churches


	- Many blacks continued to go to secret churches 


		- White churches only preached for the justification of slavery





Freedom and Resistance


	- It was impossible for most slaves to escape


	- Harriet Tubman helped free 300 slaves


	- Most escapees were men


	- Most slaves ran towards the forests, and swamps and were fed by other slaves 	for a few weeks before returning home (protest)





Slave Revolts


	- Gabriel Prosser, a literate blacksmith gathered more than a thousand slaves for 	an assault on Richmond - later caught and hanged


	- Denmark Vesey's (free black) conspiracy raised fears among whites concerning 	Black religion and the free black people


		- Wanted to raise a rebellion in Charleston and sail to Haiti


	- When some co-conspirators of the plot squealed, the slaves were able to 	convince their masters that they were dumb.  However the second time someone 	squealed they were hanged


	- Charlestonians were panicking, blamed the free blacks and destroyed the AME, 	where radical ideas were hatched


	- Nat Turner's revolt, his master treated him well but he still killed him


		- Turner was literate and intelligent





Free African Americans


	- Most free blacks in the South were freed in the early 1800's when anti-slavery 	was breeding in the South and before the cotton boom


	- Most free blacks lived in the countryside of the Upper South, where they worked 	as tenant farmers of farm laborers


	- Urban black women did menial jobs - laundry, peddling 


	- Urban black men did blacksmithing and carpentering


	- Formed their own churches


	- Some were wealthy and even owned slaves (a small elite)


	- Free blacks could not carry firearms, could not purchase slaves (unless they 	were members of their own family)


	- Could not vote, serve in the militia, and be liable to whipping and summary 	judgments (court without jury)





Yeoman and Poor White People


	- Most whites didn't own slaves


	- Usually settled the depleted areas


	- White men were always better than blacks no matter how poor





Yeomen


	- A farmer who works his own land, although some had a few slaves


	- Self sufficient, usually grew small amounts of cotton to supplement their living


	- Economically independent yet tied to a larger but still very local group


	- The local community was important


	- Farmers depended on neighbors for assistance in large farm tasks


	- Used the barter system


	- Slaves were loaned to each other


	- Other than slavery these farms were like the farms in the North


	- Where slave plantations and yeomen co-existed (black belt) the plantations 	would buy their food form the yeomen


	- Yeomen would also grind their corn, gin the cotton and have it transported to 	market by the plantation


	- Only in the upcountry communities did yeomen feel truly independent





Poor White People


	- 30 to 40% of white people were landless


	- Many were tenant farmers, some sons of farmers working till the father dies


	- Tenant farmers worked a landowners land, but still aspired to independence


	- Relationships between poor whites and black slaves were complex


	- Poor whites and blacks (both free and slave) worked side by side, were intimate


	- Poor whites engaged in supplying liquor to slaves which the masters prohibited


	- Poor whites sometimes insisted on their racial superiority


	- Conditions posed a threat to the racial distinction between whites and blacks





Yeoman Values


	- Overwhelmingly voted for Andrew Jackson


		- Liked his outspoken policy of expansion, his appeals to the common 			man, and his rag-to-riches ascent from poor to rich


	- Most yeomen wanted independence and self-sufficiency rather than wealth


	- The freedom so prized by yeomen rested on slavery


		- White people made slaves perform the hardest and worst labor





Planters


	- While 36% owned slaves, only 2.5% owned more than 50





Small Slave Owners


	- The largest group of slave owners were small yeomen taking the step from 	subsistence agriculture to commercial production - needed slaves


	- Some had the slaves work the farm while they took on other jobs, or worked 	side by side or rented them to larger slave owners


	- Downturns or poor crops could wipe out gains and force owners to sell slaves


	- Middleclass doctors, lawyers, and merchants could easily pay for slaves 


		- start up plantations


	- By steady accumulation these were the new comers to the aristocracy


	- This was the course Andrew Jackson took (he was a prosecutor)





The Old Planter Elite


	- Enjoyed the prestige, the political leadership, and the lifestyle to which many 	white Southerners aspired


	- Usually inherited the wealth


	- Lost political influence as the middleclass gained power and the introduction of 	universal male suffrage





The Natchez "Nabobs"


	- As Southerners and slave owning spread westward, the elite broadened to 	include the new wealth of Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas





Plantation Life


	- Worked to create a lifestyle that was modeled on that of the English aristocracy


	- Plantations like yeomen farms aimed to be self sufficient, producing not only the 	cash crop but also food and clothing for both slaves and family


	- Carpentering, blacksmithing, weaving, and sewing all done on the plantation


	- Most plantation owners had overseers and black drivers to supervise but had 	direct financial control


	- Although some absentee landlords were existent they usually played a big role 


	- A paternalistic notion justified the plantation as the plantation was one big 	family, with the master as the father


	- The master was to be good to the plantation and in turn the slaves were to be 	good to the master





The Plantation Mistress


	- In the North, women came clearly to control the domestic "sphere" and to carry 	domestic concerns outside the family and into a wide range of activities that 	addressed various social reforms





Coercion and Violence


	- Most slave masters believed in coercion to make slaves work harder


	- Masters who killed slaves were sometimes brought to trial but usually acquitted


	- Many masters had intimate relationships and children with slaves


		- Very rare for owners to admit to having or free slave children


	- The master's wife was equally silent (subordinate)





The Defense of Slavery


	- Blacks outnumbered whites


	- Justice vs. self-preservation





Developing Proslavery Arguments


	- In the flush of freedom following the American Revolution, a number of slave 	owners in the Upper South freed their slaves


		- Stopped by the cotton boom


	- Southerners found justification for slavery in the Bible and in the histories of 	Rome and Greece


	- The Constitution allowed slavery, with the recognization of it with the 3/5th rule


	- Also stated an escaped slave in the North would be forced to be returned 	home





After Nat Turner


	- Nat Turner's revolt caused many Southerners blame antislavery Northerners


	- Garrison published the Liberator, a leading antislavery organ in 1831


	- British free slaves in the West Indies


	- Southerners began to defend the South from antislavery literature


	- Every Southern state except for Kentucky, Tennessee, and Maryland made it 	illegal for slaves to read


	- Slaves were forbidden to gather


	- Most antislavery people in the South stayed silent


	- James Henry Hammond claimed that slavery was the best organization of 	society that had existed


	- Most Southerners were convinced that slaves were happy and free as their 	responsibility was borne by the masters





Changes in the South


	- Most dissent came from up-country nonslaveholders


	- In Virginia nonslaveholding delegates forced a two week debate on the merits of 	gradual abolition


	- It became harder to become a slave holder as all slaves were "home grown" 			- Therefore they were becoming more expensive


	- Extensive railway building in the up-country threatened the yeomen


