Gov-Pol AP Notes
What is Political Science? (pg 5)

· Political Science 

· The study of how organized disputes are articulated and then resolved by public decisions made by governments

· Mostly concerned with studying dispute and its resolution

· Aims to describe political events, explain pol. behaviour, prescribe policy

· Introduced in Canada in 1888 by William Ashley

Politics, Government, and Society (pg 6)

· Many people have opinions about politics, but there are varying definitions

· Politics is present in all social setting, no matter how small the group or society

· Group – a # of people who belonging or classed together

· Interest Group – Engages in activity related to govt. decisions

· Society – a large # of people linked by geographical area, sharing a culture
· Politics has two basic characteristics:

· It involves making common decisions for a group or groups of people

· Some individuals have more power than others in order to make decisions

· Politics is about the resolution of dispute and conflict

· Helps to distribute the things people want without huge arguments

· Modern governments help to enforce political decisions

· Societies without government = anarchy

Key Concepts in Political Science (pg 9)

· Power, authority and legitimacy are all related to politics

· Power – always changing because of varying circumstances and situations

· The exercise of power can range from influence to coercion

· Comes from the Latin verb potere – “to be able”
· Can be “manifest” or “implicit”

· Manifest – B acts in a way to make A do something

· Implicit – A does something B wants because he/she feels like it

· Individuals often respond more to diplomacy than physical force

· Influence – the ability to persuade others to accept certain objectives
· Based on persuasion, does not include threats or physical restraints

· Coercion – the opposite extreme of influence

· Compliance is achieved through force

· Authority and Legitimacy
· Authority – the ability to make binding decisions and make ppl do things

· Legitimacy – the belief that the state’s powers are justified and proper

· Greater authority/legitimacy = less coercion

· For Democracies to work, both must be seen

· Traditional Authority – from custom and history

· Charismatic Authority – popular admiration of an individual

· Bureaucratic Authority – vested in public officials

· A grasp of legitimacy and authority is critical when looking at world affairs
· Citizenship, Ethnicity, Nations, and States
· States normally consider all people born there to be citizens
· Ethnicity is usually a subjective characteristic of groups of people who share customs, language, dialect, and/or heritage
· Often a potent political force
· A Nation is a politically conscious and mobilized group, sometimes autonomous

· Example: some Native groups
· A State is essentially the same as a country

· Has a govt and set boundaries

· States are considered sovereign when the govt can tax / coerce its citizens

· Self-Determination and Nationalism
· SD – a shared belief that all peoples ought to form their own states

· Countries can join the UN when other members recognise them

· Nationalism – the collective action of a nation in pursuit of autonomy

· Example: the movement in Quebec to form a new country

· Democracy and Authoritarianism
· Democratic – allows citizens to participate in govt – Canada
· Authoritarian – one dominant interest - Cuba

· Extreme form = totalitarianism – Iraq, the Taliban

· Most countries refer to themselves as “democratic”

· In reality, these countries are “representative democracies”

· They have elections, but the people themselves do not rule

· Democracies are not equal to the “good life”

· Political Culture and Ideology
· Political culture is the broad pattern of values and attitudes that individuals and societies hold towards political objects

· Ideology are ideas and beliefs that clarify what is/isn’t valued

· In the past, ideologies have justified wars, repression, and genocide

