Gov-Pol Notes – Chapter 6 (p. 114-126)

Political Culture: People and Politics

· To understand government, we must be familiar with the conditions under which it operates

· Elements such as art, architecture, literature, cuisine, and politics make up culture

· Over time, 21 major civilizations have been reduced to today’s eight

· Globalization is molding many cultures together

WHAT IS POLITICAL CULTURE?
· Refers to the broad pattern of values and attitudes that individuals hold toward political objects

· Includes the executive, legislative, judiciary, political parties, etc

· Creates norms about how people should behave

· Politics reflects deeply-held values by a society

· Culture changes very slowly over decades and even centuries

· Political change usually follows cultural change

· Societies with long-held concepts are unlikely to suddenly change

· Citizens accepting the legitimacy of the government is a barrier to radical change

HISTORY AND METHODS

· “Political Culture” not recognized until the 1950s

· Not examining a country’s culture can lead to mass generalizations

· Eg – Germans are authoritarian, Canadians are boring etc

· Systems that work in one country may not work in another

· Because of cultural boundaries, Western-style govt did not work in eastern countries such as China, Nigeria, etc

· Survey research is often used to search for patterns that give an idea of the political culture in a certain area

· It is then inferred that the sample is characteristic of the entire country

· The Civic Culture – landmark book examining public attitudes and values

· Cross-national surveys can reveal distinctive characteristics and allow for comparison between states

· Although these are very useful, they tend to be extremely expensive

· Political culture can be seen by studying the political elite instead of the masses

· Usually consists of a very small % of the citizens, but very powerful

· Content analysis – researcher studies the “content” of speeches, writings, and broadcastings to see attitudes/values

· Projective techniques – subject uses imagination to complete sentences, etc
· Used to discover attitudes held especially in children
THE OVERARCHING POLITICAL CULTURES OF STATES

· Ideology is part of a broader political culture

· Refers to a doctrine that specifies the ills in society

· Usually the intellectual creation of the political elite

· Traditional ideologies that shape a culture have been found in history

· North American ideas were shaped by immigrants from the Old World

· Liberal ideas took root in North America before socialism developed in Europe

· Political values give an indication of what a society views as right and wrong

· Leaders use symbols such as flags, monuments, etc to motivate citizens

· Ideologies have been used to justify genocide, racial discrimination, etc

Political Subcultures

· Subcultures can be created by differences in language, ethnicity, religion, etc

· Large states are rarely monolithic (one culture)

· The existence of many cultures is called social pluralism

· Societies that disagree on how political life should be governed, but rather, base it on factors such as ethnicity, class, and religion, have fragmented political cultures

· The opposite of this is integrated political cultures

· “Melting Pot” societies amalgamate citizens into one national identity

· US is a good example

· Political cleavage – divides states’ citizens into major political groups

· Often based on ethnicity

· Groups of people share the same cultural heritage and background

· Extreme religious views can threaten the stability of a society

· Often difficult to reconcile two warring religions (eg. Israel & Palestine)

· Some people argue that economic cleavages (class) are the most significant

· When subcultures become too strong, the state may break apart

· Subculture may have more loyalty to their group than to the whole state

· Political violence can be very serious and cause many deaths in riots, etc

· Some countries have developed consensus democracies to accommodate interests

· Examples are Switzerland, the Netherlands, and Austria

· Political unity is built by emphasizing a common language, anthem, or enemy

· Outside forces can also stress a country’s political culture

· Canada and Mexico are under pressure to adopt American methods

POLITICAL PARTICIPATION AND POLITICAL CULTURE

· Participation includes all political actions taken by individuals

· Nonparticipation is not necessarily bad

· Could mean satisfaction with the way things are being run

· The important thing is that govts provide a forum for participation if desired

· Governments can encourage citizens to get involved in a variety of ways

· Join political groups, make voting compulsory, etc

