Gov-Pol Notes – Chapter 7 (pp. 149-154)
South and East Asian Cultures
Confucianism
- Moral and political philosophy based on the teachings of Confucius


- Felt rulers could have stable government by instilling proper moral behaviour

- Not a religion, but is compatible with many religions

- Stresses a carefully designed system of social and familial responsibilities


- Strict hierarchy, and everyone has a role to play (sons serve fathers, etc)

- Rulers are expected to set the example by thinking good thoughts and being sincere

- These ideas have now been replaced by Marxist theory in China

- Each Asian country developed its own distinct brand of Confucianism


- Some key aspects remain the same (six in particular)

a) Respect for authority – hierarchy is very important


- Transition of loyalty from family to state

b) Loyalty and obedience – primary virtues from the family grouping outward

c) Closely knit family – old people are treated well, and honoured and respected

d) Less emphasis on the individual – there is a “family self” 


– What affects you affects the family – shame, honour, etc

e) Dissent is a sign of weakness – consensus is respected, protests are rare

f) Absolutism is honoured – long tradition of absolutist dynasties in Asia

- Effects on economy are obvious


- Low inflation, low unemployment, little unionization

- Many Asian rulers feel that democracy interferes with the ruler’s ability to rule

- In Japan, evidence of Confucianism is still widespread


- Society is basically consensual – very few disturbances

SUBCULTURES AND POLITICAL CULTURE

- Subcultures become relevant when their views are different from those of the state

- Although international hostilities have relaxed since the end of the Cold War, ethnic disputes are on the rise

Ethno-Linguistic Subcultures

- Although ethnicity is for the most part subjective, it can destroy states

- Only about half of the world’s states have 75% of the people speaking the same language

- Many states contain aspiring nations within them (example: Canada)

- Race is an arbitrary category consisting of people who share physical characteristics


- Racial conflicts can become political 

- Racist ideologies have rationalized genocide

- India is a classic example of a society with many ethnicities


- Muslims, Hindus, Christians, Sikhs, strong caste system, many languages



- For a full list of the caste system, see p. 153

- Attempts to reform this system often meet with resistance

- Various subcultures exist – can cause problems


- Sikhs want their own state, has led to violence many times

- Even relatively homogeneous societies such as Japan can have racism 


- Lower classes seen as inferior until recently

- Authoritarian states try to force subcultures to assimilate

- Tibet still tries to maintain its distinct culture from China

