Gov-Pol Notes – Chapter 9 (pp. 190-200)
Contemporary Ideologies and Philosophies: Democratic and Authoritarian
- Ideologies are practiced in different ways by different types of governments

- Ideologies can conflict with each other (Cold War, World War II, etc)

- Islamic fundamentalism and nationalism are maybe the most dynamic ideologies today

IDEOLOGY IN DEMOCRATIC REGIMES
Contemporary Liberalism

- Now often called “reform liberalism”


- Reformed the classic approach to freedoms

- Started in order to alleviate the working class’ poverty in Britain

- 3 main differences between classic liberalism and reform liberalism:


a) Classic liberals felt that govts should be left to the property owners


b) Freedom now meant not only from coercion, but also “positive power or 
capacity of doing or enjoying something worthwhile”



- T.H. Green and John Dewey were important reformers




- Developed the rationale to support a strong role of the state



- Wanted to help the less fortunate in society


c) Classic liberalism - govt only got involved in economics to enforce laissez-faire



- Reformers accepted Keynes’ theories that govts should involve 



themselves in economy



- Includes Britain, US, and Canada after WWII

- Reform Liberals see the role of the state as being to correct the injustices of the marketplace as well as other social problems


- Values include the importance of individual rights, equality, rule of law, and 
modified economic freedoms 



- Little govt intervention in private lives, lots in economic affairs

- Liberalism - dominant ideology in North America in the 19th and 20th centuries


- US constitution based on liberal ideas

- Not as defined in Canada

- Liberalism is usually not as popular in developing countries 


– Unable to establish control of the economy and society

Conservatism
- Undergone considerable revision since its inception

- Now accepts a welfare state, but seeks to preserve the old values

- Does not object to change, but wants it to be more gradual

- Conservative parties in mainland Europe took over Christian and Catholic movements

- 1980s and early ‘90s saw many conservative parties governing world nations

- Conservatism was never as popular in the US because it was founded by “Liberals”


- No old order to defend

- In the 1930s, Americans against liberalism adopted the conservatism label


- Now stands for preservation of traditional values, and laissez-faire economics



- Mostly found in the Republican Party
- American conservatives encourage govt intervention in private lives, but not economics

- Want to maintain traditional values and morals

- Modern conservatism includes promoting reduced social spending, deregulation of business, and fewer government activities

- Still seek to preserve the status quo

- Advocated tough opposition to the spread of communism

Democratic Socialism
- Introduced the modern welfare state in most W. European countries


- Not as big in North America


- Represented in Canada by the NDP

- Not as big into public ownership

- Wants to preserve individual freedoms, equality, and peaceful change


- Take away the negative effects of capitalism

- Now grudgingly supports smaller govt, lower taxes, and privatization


- One main modern focus is pollution

- If socialist parties are doing well, it is because they’re not as hardcore now as they were

- European and Canadian parties are more identifiable with ideologies than in the US

IDEOLOGY IN AUTHORITARIAN REGIMES
- Covers a wide range – Nazism, fascism, and Islamic fundamentalism

- Makes judgements about what is good, what is bad, etc


- Classic example is Russia under Stalin

- Coercion is often used to gain consent of the public to conform to the ideology
- Ideologies may compete for supremacy

Communist Ideology in the Soviet Union
- Gorbachev introduced perestroika (restructuring) and glasnost (openness) in Russia


- Wanted to reform the communist approach to governing Russia

- As these ideological reins loosened, communism quickly faded

Variations in Communist Ideology: China
- Chinese Communist Party (CCP) adopted the basic elements of Marxist-Leninism

- Combined this with the ideas of Mao Tse-tung

- Leaders claimed to have a monopoly on virtue – this gave them the right to lead China

- Mao stressed the role of peasants and populism

- Thought China was an example to the rest of the world

- Mao developed the People’s Liberation Army to enforce his ideas

- Felt that human will and effort can affect the outcome of historical events

- Communist Party still reigns supreme in China


- Economy has been modernized

- In Russia and China, the Communist Party taught ideological conformity


- Emphasis placed on obedience to the party

- Signs of individualism are now evident in China
