Distinguishing between dialects and languages:

Creole/ Creolized language- a language that results from the mixing of the colonizer’s language with the indigenous language of the people being dominated

Origin and Diffusion of Indo-European
Proto-Indo-European- the base of all Indo- European languages, cannot be proved since there was no written word or recorded history

Proto-Indo-European speakers are believed to live in cold climate, or winter season but did not come in contact with the ocean
Debate on whether language diffused through warfare and conquest or the peaceful sharing of food

Nomadic Warrior Thesis
· First speakers were the Kurgan people, lived near the border between Russia and Kazakhstan

· Early evidence dates back to 4300 B.C.

· Herders, migrated in search of grassland for cattle

· Conquered much of Europe and South Asia

Sedentary Farmer Thesis
· First speakers lived 2,000 years before the Kurgans in eastern Anatolia, present day Turkey

· Diffused westward to Greece, then to the Baltic Sea (covered the countries in the Romantic and Germanic Branch)

· Agricultural practices rather than warfare, speakers became more numerous and prosperous by growing their own food 
Key Issue 4: Why do people preserve local languages?

-Distribution of a language is the measure of the fate of an ethnic group
-English has become the principal language of communication and interaction


Preserving Language Diversity
Extinct Languages- once used in the past, but no longer spoken or read in daily activities by anyone in the world 

473 languages are nearly extinct 

· Gothic spoken in Eastern and Northern Europe

· Peru went from 500 languages to just 92 as people began to switch to Spanish

Hebrew: Reviving Extinct Languages 
· Hebrew is a rare case of an extinct language that has been revived, retained for religious purposes

· Israel established in 1948, Hebrew became one of the new country’s two official languages (No other language could unify the disparate cultural groups of the new country
Celtic: Preserving Endangered Languages
· Two thousand years ago, Celtic languages were spoken in much of present-day Germany, France, Northern Italy, British Isles
· Now only survive in remote parts of Scotland, Wales, and Ireland

· Divided into two branches; Goidelic and Brythonic groups 

· Language declined because they lost the territory they once controlled to speakers of other languages

IRISH GAELIC: 

· Irish Gaelic and English are the two official languages of Ireland

SCOTTISH GAELIC:

· Carried from Ireland to Scotland about 1,500 years ago

· 1% of the people speak Scottish gaelic

Brythonic (Welsh):

· Wales was conquered by the English in 1283

· Welsh remained dominant until 19th century when many English speakers migrated there to work in coal mines and factories 

· 22% of the population still speak Welsh

Cornish:

· Became extinct in1777

· Recorded last speaker of Cornish so others could study it in the future

Breton:

· An isolated peninsula that juts out into Atlantic ocean

· 250,000 speak Breton regularly

· Has more French words
· Survival of any language depends on the political and military strength of its speakers

· Recent efforts have prevented the disappearance of Celtic languages (Britain’s 1988 Education act made Welsh language training a subject in all schools in Wales)
· English road signs banned in some portions of western Ireland

Multilingual States 
· Boundary between Romance and Germanic branches run through the middle of Belgium and Switzerland
· Southern Belgians (Walloons) speak French whereas Northern Belgians speak a dialect of the Germanic language (Dutch, called Flemish)

· Language boundary divides the country, Northern and Southern Belgium is aggravated by economic and political differences

· Brussels is officially bilingual, signs in both French and Flemish

Isolated Languages
Isolated language- language unrelated to any other, not attached to any language family 

· Isolated languages arise through lack of interaction with speakers of other languages

A Pre-Indo-European Survivor: Basque
· Isolated language in Europe is Basque (only language currently spoken that survives from the period before the arrival of Indo-European)

· First language in the Pyrenees Mountains of Spain and southwestern France, isolation has helped them preserve their language 

An Unchanging Language: Icelandic   
· Related to other languages in the North Germanic group

· It has changed less than any other language in the Germanic branch

· People in Iceland speak a Germanic language because their ancestors migrated from Norway

· Norwegian immigrants had little contact with other languages, Isolated people of Iceland had no opportunity to change their language

Global Dominance of English

One of the most important needs of a society is a common language for communication 
· Language for international communication is English

English: An Example of a Lingua Franca
· English is known as Lingua franca ( language mutually understood and commonly used in trade by people who have different native languages)

· Pidgin language:  A form of speech that adopts a simplified grammar and limited vocabulary of a lingua franca  (has no native speakers)
· Importance of English is reflected by the number of students learning it as a second language , most effective way to work in the economy
Expansion Diffusion of English
· Spread of a trait through the snowballing effect of an idea rather than through the relocation of people 
· English is changing through diffusion of new vocabulary, spelling, and pronunciation 
· English words are fusing with other languages 
· Ebonics- dialect spoken by some African Americans
Diffusion to other languages
· English words have become increasingly integrated into other languages
FRANGLAIS:
· French is the official language in 29 countries
· Because of the rapid diffusion of English, there is now a combination of French and English words
· Protection of the French language is becoming more extreme
SPANGLISH:

· English id diffusion into the Spanish language spoken by 34 million Hispanics in the U.S.
· A combination of Spanish and English words, converting English words to Spanish forms
· Widespread in culture, song lyrics, television, and magazines
· Enriching of both English and Spanish
DENGLISH:
· Diffusion of English words into German

