Violence in Kosovo after Independence

On January 14, 2012, Kosovo Albanian protesters demonstrated in the town of Podujevo, Kosovo near the Serbian-Kosovo border.  The protesters blocked two border crossings in order to promote their message of complete sovereignty of Kosovo.  The protesters did this by stopping the flow of traffic from Serbia to Kosovo.  Kosovo’s riot police arrived at the scene of the protests with tear gas and water cannons.  After the activists refused to comply with the orders to leave the blockade, the police opened fire onto the 500 demonstrators with non-lethal weapons, in which the protesters retaliated with rocks.  Several of the civilians and police members were injured in the crossfire and many of the demonstrators were detained on the charge of civil unrest.  Surprisingly, NATO peacekeepers and European Union police were not actively involved in stopping the riot.  NATO forces have been in Kosovo since 1999, after Serb forces, which killed and expelled ethnic Albanians in Kosovo, withdrew from Kosovo because of the 11-week NATO bombings.  NATO has stayed there after Kosovo declared their independence and was internationally recognized by more than 80 countries.  However, Serbia refuses to recognize Kosovo as a sovereign state.  Evidence of this is found in northern Kosovo, which is populated mostly by Serbs still pledging allegiance to the Serbian cause. They continue to live as a part of Serbia, in Kosovo, and they too have blocked roads in protest of Kosovo’s government almost taking over their region.

The War in Kosovo was particularly concerning to human geographers around the world because of the horrific genocide committed by the Serbs in response to the discriminatory practices of the Kosovar Albanians.  To understand why these conflicts occurred in the Balkans, one must understand the tremendous history of the Balkan Peninsula. The Balkans are a shatterbelt region in which they have been colonized and conquered by several empires, including the Ottoman and Austro-Hungarian Empires.  After the First World War, these two empires were broken into a collection of sovereign states, including Yugoslavia.  Yugoslavia, when it existed, was a multinational state with five nationalities, namely Serbs, Croats, Slovenes, Montenegrins, and Macedonians.  In the short term, Yugoslavia was successful under their beloved leader, Josip Broz Tito, who used centripetal forces to unify the state.  However, after his death, ethnic conflicts were rekindled, and two important conflicts escalated into acts of ethnic cleansing, which is the complete removal of ethnicities to make a homogeneous region.  In Kosovo, the Serbs committed terrible atrocities against the majority Albanians.  After international organizations such as NATO intervened, the Serbs withdrew their forces.  Nevertheless, conflict still occurs at a lesser scale, as seen in the article.  Yugoslavia eventually broke into multiple sovereign states, of which Slovenia is most closely related to the concept of a nation-state.  These ethnic conflicts show human geographers that in the face of globalization, local preservation still persists.


I do not directly have an opinion on the article, but I will present an argument on the issue about Kosovo being independent.  Since I have fully understood the conflict and I have heard all sides of the story, including from a NATO soldier, my opinion is highly unbiased.  I believe that Kosovo has the right to declare their independence.  The Albanians and Serbs were living in Kosovo as Christians, long before the invasion of the Ottoman Empire.  The Serbs at this time were the majority.  By the 19th century, the population of Albanians and Serbs were roughly equal because the Serbs were emigrating, either voluntarily or involuntarily, and the Albanians were immigrating into Kosovo.  Fast-forward into the 1990s, and both the Serbs and Albanians were taking refuge in other countries.  The Albanians became a significant majority with over 90%.  My point is the Albanians deserve their own country since they are clearly the majority.  The Serbs should not continue their claims since it is highly predictable that if they ruled Kosovo, then even more conflict would occur.  Since Kosovo is independent and is allies with several countries and international organizations, then Serbia would have to fight other forces, including Kosovo, if they were to fight Kosovo.  Now, the only conflict occurring is at the border where there is a significant Serbian population.  To handle this, Kosovo should give rights to the Serbs in order to reduce the discrimination.  My opinion will probably be contested, so it would be interesting to here an unbiased opposing argument.
