AP GOVERNMENT                              

March  – March
UNIT OUTLINE: The Judiciary/Federal Courts      
(*dates/assignments subject to adjustment-there may be additions/deletions-will make every attempt to give advance notice when there is a change)           
   
Reading: 
1.  Schmidt: Ch. 14 (*quiz will be announced)
2.  Burns:  Ch. 14
3.  Lanahan:    Federalist No. 78 (Hamilton)
    (*quizzes will be announced)
(note:  keep up with reading assignments in order to be prepared to discuss in class)

ID’s/QUESTIONS (Schmidt)

Use the textbook website online to do the Tutorial Quiz and Essay Questions. Send the results in email.


1.  Ch. 15: Due date -  

TEST:      

ID’s/QUESTIONS (Burns)

ID’s:  Use the website to do the following and attach it in email:
   (******* The chapter in the online edition may be different *******)
Ch. 14 – Practice Test, Glossary Quiz 

QUESTIONS: Use the reading and/or class notes.

1.  Outline the structure of the federal courts, and identify the jurisdiction for each.
2.  Compare judicial activism and judicial restraint and their relationship to political  

     Ideology.
3.  Explain the politics of selecting federal/Supreme Court judges, including the various  

     characteristics and factors considered.
4.  Explain how ideology and judicial philosophy affect when sitting judges choose to   

     retire.
5.  Explain how cases reach the Supreme Court (be brief but thorough).

AP GOVERNMENT:  THE JUDICIARY/FEDERAL COURTS
STUDY GUIDE

1.  Constitution/Judicial Branch



8.  Incorporation Concept
     a.  federal courts





     a.  Bill of Rights and the  
     b.  federal judges (more later)



          14th Amendment








(*more about civil rights, but 
2.  Jurisdiction of Federal Courts



   we’ll cover it here and in 
     a.  original






    the last unit)
     b.  appellate
3.  Judicial Review

     a.  what is it

     b.  power of judicial review

4.  Key Terms 

     a.  plea bargain

     b.  due process

     c.  habeas corpus

     d.  writ of certiorari

     e.  amicus curiae brief

     f.  stare decisis 

5.  Judicial Philosophy

     a.  activism

     b.  restraint

6.  Federal Judges

     a.  appointment process

     b.  Supreme Court appointments

7.  Arguing a Case Before the Supreme Court

     a.  general overview – players, procedures

     b.  court opinions

9.  Court Cases (*note:  This is a list of possible cases for this test; we will  look at more
                                        cases during this unit for the AP exam.)

a. Baker v. Carr


i.  Gideon v. Wainwright      q.  Gitlow v. New York
b. Mapp v. Ohio


j.  Plessy v. Ferguson
           r.  Wolf v. Colorado
c. Marbury v. Madison

k.  Dred Scott v. Sanford       s.  Schenck v. U.S.
d. McCullough v. Maryland
l.  Regents of Univ. of Cal. v. Bakke
e. Brown v. BOE of Topeka
m.  Engle v. Vitale
f. Swann v. CMS BOE

n.  Roe v. Wade
g. Miranda v. Arizona

o.  Korematsu v. United States

h. United States v. Nixon

p.  Barron v. Baltimore

