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The Pros/Cons of Amnesty for Undocumented Immigrants
	Many people come to the United States searching for the American Dream for them self and their family.  Coming from all walks of life and all corners of the world they just want a better life in America.  Some came to the US to seek that new life but they did so illegally and they have to hide in the “shadows” of society.  This is a problem that has been going on for decades in America and it is a problem that remains unsolved.  Out of many possible solutions many think that granting amnesty for all undocumented immigrants is the fastest way and most effective to solve this issue.  On the contrary, many don’t think that amnesty is the solution instead they propose that we should just deport all of the undocumented immigrants.  But first we would have to know some background information on this topic then decide on the side we best believe in. 
The United States of America is known as the greatest, most powerful, and liberated nation in the world.  But we are also known as the nation of immigrants.  For over 400 years immigrants had come to the US to for religious, economic, and social freedom, starting with the Jamestown Settlers in 1607 (Katel 15-17).  Afterwards, from Independence and on, we had an open-door immigration policy for over 100 years.  Millions came to the US for better life, from 1880-1930 and influx of more than 30 million immigrants migrated to America.  But mid 20th century, America acknowledged reality of Mexican workers who crossed the border illegally.  So in 1954 Border Patrol launched “Operation Wetback” and with increase resources they were able to deport over 1 million illegal Mexican workers back to Mexico (Greenblatt CQResearch).   In the mid-1980s, a movement emerged to fix the illegal-immigration problem, so Congress passed the Immigration Reform and Control Act (IRCA) in October 1986.  IRCA granted a general amnesty to all undocumented aliens who were in the United States before 1982 and imposed monetary sanctions on any employers who hire undocumented workers.
[bookmark: hit30]After IRCA was imposed 2.8 million undocumented immigrants took the opportunity to become legal and documented.  In its success, Congress passed several more amnesty acts like NACARA, Haitian Act, and INA Section 249 that helped millions of subgroups become legal residents (FAIR).   In 2005, Congress passed the Real ID Act, which grew out of the 9/11 Commission investigations into how Arab terrorists were able to obtain legitimate driver's licenses and other verification documents.  After the House of Representatives in 2005 passed a punitive bill that would have classified illegal immigrants as criminals, demonstrations in cities across the country drew hundreds of thousands of marchers during the spring of 2006. This became known as "the Great American Boycott of 2006" (Kirkpatrick 16).  Currently the Obama administration also voice support for amnesty with Amnesty USA reporting that Obama said 
"We are not going to ship back 12 million people; we're not going to do it as a practical matter. We would have to take all our law enforcement that we have available and we would have to use it and put people on buses, and rip families apart, and that's not who we are, that's not what America is about. So what I've proposed... is you say we're going to bring these folks out of the shadows. We're going to make them pay a fine, they are going to have to learn English, they are going to have to go to the back of the line...but they will have a pathway to citizenship over the course of 10 years."
This kind of support is a big accomplishment for the pro-amnesty side of the argument.  The supporters also laid out many benefits of amnesty for undocumented immigrants and the US. 
	  The advocates for undocumented immigrants’ amnesty often use the argument that the US is a melting pot of the world.  And the undocumented are also in that pot so they also receive residential status.  According to Steven A. Camarota when undocumented immigrants can become legal residence they would have to pay a fine first then they would have to pay taxes when they find a real job.  This would help stimulate the economy and they still keep America running because they fill jobs like agricultural workers and many other undesirable jobs.  Also they could replace the aging workforce from the baby doom era and keep the US going strong (Weisman A01).  Amnesty would also allow children of those undocumented immigrants to get an education higher than secondary schools.  Well, there is another type of undocumented immigrants who comes into the US legally but stays past their allowed time.  An example is international student who could come when their in high school and finish their college education.  These students often don’t want to leave because they are used to the American lifestyle Supporters say the plan would help award-winning students like Julieta Garibay. She is a nursing graduate in Texas, where she paid in-state tuition, but now her illegal status bars her from working. “We have studied and want to be productive, but we have no prospects,” she said (Jordon B1).  
An argument that the supporters of amnesty bring up is taken from Obama’s quote.  They say deporting 12 million plus undocumented immigrants is impossible and it would cost the US billions of dollars to do.  An annual report by the Dept. of Defense reveals that more than 65,000 immigrants were serving in the U.S. armed forces, with the Navy reporting the highest percentage of foreign-born active members.  This means that armed force could be stronger if the some of the undocumented immigrants could serve if their granted amnesty. On an economic stand point undocumented immigrants become working legal immigrants would raise the U.S. gross domestic product (GDP) by $37 billion each year accord to the White House Council of Economic Advisers (Thornburgh).  But a pro-amnesty plan is not meant to carry on forever, the plan calls for better border patrol and a stricter verification process for international tourists.  The opposition of the amnesty plan doesn’t agree or believe in many things the pro-amnesty side proposes.  They call for harsh punishments and deportation for undocumented immigrants.  
	 The negation of the amnesty plan currently has the support of the public.  A poll conducted by Gallup shows 62% of Americans believe that illegal aliens are a cost burden on U.S. taxpayers, while only 32% of Americans believe that illegal aliens pay their fair share in taxes (FAIR).  This show the public doesn’t support amnesty and they think that undocumented immigrants cost the US more money.  With this kind of support from the general public advocates against undocumented immigrants call for mass deportation of these immigrants.  They know that a onetime round up is impossible for all 12 million undocumented immigrants so they proposed a plan to have small regional round ups of then deport each illegal immigrant back to their native countries (Asylum Seekers in Expedited Removal 1-2)  .  The reason for all of this opposition towards amnesty is that they believe amnesty is awarding illegal activities and that is a bad example for the world to see the US.  Also they believe this kind of amnesty will encourage more undocumented immigrants to come to US and wait it out for another amnesty plan (Feder).  Many also recognize that the majority of these immigrants are that they are not highly educated so they tend to take minimum or under-the-table pay.  This is why people see them as a threat because the undocumented are willing to working for less, so they worry jobs will become less available to legal residents (Masci 569-92).
	The opposition use another argument that these undocumented immigrants don’t go to background checks so referring back to the Real ID Act of 2005 they see these people as a national threat.  They worry that terrorist groups will use the amnesty plan to enter the US legally and attack America internally. Dan Stein, the Executive director, Federation for American Immigration Reform, is a detractor of the amnesty plan states 
“Another amnesty would tell the world that the United States literally is unable to control its borders. Such an admission inevitably would force a reappraisal of the validity and purposes of the meaningless immigration quotas now on the books.”
Stein added that the only way to end this illegal immigration activity is to offer incentives and encourage those undocumented families to return to their homeland.  Supporters argue the number of undocumented immigrants would just continue at an estimated rate of 500,000 undocumented immigrants per year.  Part of that case is the critics say amnesty for undocumented immigrants increase the waiting time for the INS to process cases for legal immigration.  Arizona has been the state with some controversial immigration laws but the public supported the Proposition 200, which requires proof of citizenship before voting and also requires the state and local governments to check the immigration status of anyone applying for unspecified “public benefits” and to report any illegal immigrants who apply (Proposition200).  Both sides of the amnesty argument have very strong points for us to consider and they weighted their proposals very carefully. 
	 While doing the research for this topic I found out many interesting facts that I didn’t think of before.  From my own point of view I support the United States granting amnesty to undocumented immigrants.  After review each argument that both the pro/cons gave I thought the proponent’s points were stronger.  I think amnesty is the most efficient and humane way to deal with national dilemma.  Similar to what president Obama said we can’t send back 12 million undocumented immigrants.  But I do worry about the amount of money needed to perform this task.  And I would like the undocumented immigrants agree to not apply for any financial benefits from the welfare department.  This compromise would ease the plan along without much protest from the opposition of amnesty.  Another reason why I support the amnesty plan is that when I read about undocumented children can’t go to college I realize how lucky I am for being a US citizen.  I don’t think it fair to deport someone back to a country where they don’t know anything about and take away their life here in America.  
	As discussed before the pros/cons of amnesty for undocumented immigrants are nearly equal to each other.  It is just a matter of personal views on this issue.  Many previous amnesty plans like the IRCA or the NACARA was proven successful but the downside is it takes a long time to carry out and it could be quite costly for American taxpayers.  But amnesty is the reasonable solution to carry out to the entire country.  













References
Camarota, Steven. "Immigrant Employment Gains." Debating Immigration. Comp. Carol M. Swain. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2007. Print.
Cose,Ellis.   A Nation of Strangers: Prejudice, Politics and the Populating of America. New    York 1992
Feder, Don. "Illegal Immigrants Should Not Be Given Amnesty." Illegal Immigration: Opposing  Viewpoints. Ed. William Dudley. San Diego, CA: Greenhaven, 2002. 124-27. Print.
Greenblatt, Alan. "Immigration Debate." CQ Researcher 1 Feb. 2008: 97-120. Web. 20 July 2011.
Jordon, Miriam, “Illegals' New Lament: Have Degree, No Job,” The Wall Street Journal, April 26, 2005, p. B1.
Katel, Peter. "Illegal Immigration." CQ Researcher 6 May 2005: Web. 20 July 2011.
Kirkpatrick, David D., "Demonstrations on Immigration are Hardening a Divide," The New York Times, April 17, 2006
Masci, David. "Debate over Immigration." CQ Researcher 14 July 2000: 569-92. Web. 27 July 2011
THORNBURGH, NATHAN. "Immigration: The Case for Amnesty - TIME." Breaking News, Analysis, Politics, Blogs, News Photos, Video, Tech Reviews - TIME.com. Times Magazine, 01 June 2007. Web. 25 July 2011.
Weisman, Jonathan. "Aging Population Poses Global Challenges (washingtonpost.com)." The Washington Post: National, World & D.C. Area News and Headlines - The Washington Post. Web. 24 July 2011.
“Asylum Seekers in Expedited Removal,” United States Commission on International Religious Freedom, Executive Summary, pp. 1-2, Feb. 8, 2005
"Immigration Amnesty." US Immigration Amnesty. UNITED STATES IMMIGRATION AMNESTY. Web. 24 July 2011.
“US Amnesty Immigration.” FAIR: Federation for American Immigration Reform. Aug. 2007. Web. 20 July 2011.



